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WOW That was fast! Twel ve nont hs have zooned by and we're at the end of
2001. Lots have happened. Let's just take a nonent to revisit the people
and stories that grabbed the headlines.

JANUARY

12: Holy Cow! Mad cow di sease spreads in Europe. This |eads the
Mal aysi an Governnment to ban and withdraw all beef products fromthe
countries in the European Union.

13: "No nonkeying around with genes, please!". Gene tanpering is frowned
upon by a |l ot of people, says a survey. This is in relation to AND (which
stands for "inserted DNA" backwards), the first genetically-nodified
nmonkey created by researchers at the Oregon Health Science University in
the US.

18: Grls, have you any conplaints? Think you' ve been treated unfairly?
Get in touch with Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil. She's the head of the new
Wrren's Affairs Mnistry.

19: "Fromnow on, there will be no nore double pronption!" says the
Education Mnistry when it finds that students who "junped" from Standard
Three to Five, failed to do well in Standard Si x.

23: The gane of soccer shines with its nomination for the 2001 Nobe
Peace Prize for pronoting understandi ng between nations.

FEBRUARY

14: It's Valentine's Day. You'll wilt at the price the florist asks you
for a rose. Like Valentine's days gone by, flowers are just as expensive
as ever. Care for a RML5 stalk of red rose anyone?

21: When 379 students in Kelantan could not raise noney for their exam
fees, the Sultan instructed the State Religi ous and Mal ay Custons Counci
to provide funds for them They received RM00 each. Daul at Tuanku!

24: It's Jaws with a sharper bite when TV3 offers viewers a chance to
watch its primetime programes in 3-D.

27 The open certification systemintroduced in SPM| ast year works!
Examresul ts rel eased today showed significant inprovenent fromthe
previ ous one.

MARCH

8: Menories of the May 13 riots resurface when racial clashes break out
in squatter settlements in Kampung Medan, along Od Klang Road in KL. It's
a pai nful wake-up call to all Ml aysians that we shoul d not take our
mul ti-ethnic nation for granted.

14: Napster no nore? The world's nbst popular file-sharing site is shut
down, nuch to the anger of its 52 mllion users.

17: M chael Schumacher shows why the word "Shum " is now part of the
Mal aysi an vocabul ary when he wins first place at the Ml aysian Gand Prix
2001 at Sepang.

20: Local hip-hoppers Too Phat burst into the RIMInternatiional Charts
with their albumPlan B, a week after its release. At press tinme, the
albumis still there, making it the | ogest-staying | ocal al bumon the
chart.

APRI L

16: Kual a Lunpur Sentral Station, our country's new communi cati ons and
transportation hub, begins operations today.

28: Nineteen-year-old Jenna Bush, daughter of US President George W
Bush, is stopped by police and given a citation for underage drinking in a



pub i n Texas.

MAY

1: The nonth opens with National Youth Day cel ebrations, thened
Vol unteerismAs A Catalyst to Unity. The event's annual parade is held at
Stadi um Perak in I poh, with various youth organi sati ons participating.

13: Way to go! The International Islamc University Ml aysia' s debating
team makes its way into the Ml aysi a Book of Records by ranking seventh in
the 20th World Universities Debating Chanpi onship.

The event is hosted by the University of Sydney, Australia. I|1UM
conmpet ed agai nst nore than 24 teans fromuniversities worldw de, including
Uni ted Ki ngdoms Oxford and Stanford universities.

19: Two new subjects in English called Alternate English and English for
Sci ence and Technol ogy will soon be introduced in Form Four. The proposa
is made by the Education Mnistry to curb the decline in English anmong
secondary students nati onw de.

22: The National Varsity Counselling Programme will soon be | aunched
nati onwi de. The programe, organi sed by Bari san Nasional Youth with the
co-operation of the Education Mnistry, is ainmed at providing advice to
students who are unsure about varsity intake procedures and career
opportunities with the gui dance of experienced counsellors.

25: Where are the guys? According to the Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa
Mohamad, the female to male ratio at public universities is 65:35, or two
femal e students to one nal e.

26: Westlife fans, behave! During their recent concert, thousands of
fans rushed to the front section of the stage and caused a pandenoni um
The crowd was told to find their seats or the lads refused to cone out at
all.

The nmenbers of the popular Irish group had to wait for nore than one
hour for their fans to settle down before beginning their concert in Bukit
Jalil.

30: By 2005, students who are handi capped and with [earning disabilities
i n Johor, Kedah, Perak and Sarawak w || have new vocational schools -
one in each State to cater to their needs.

JUNE

1. Everyday between 45 and 50 Ml aysi an teenagers pick up snoking, says
Heal th M ni ster Chua Jui Meng. This alarm ng figure has caused the
Mnistry to introduce nore anti-snoking areas in public places to
di scourage the habit.

13: Mal aysians will be registered automatically as voters on their 21st
bi rthday, according to a proposal nmade by the El ecti on Conm ssion.

According to the Conm ssion's chairman Datuk Abdul Rashi d Abdul Rahmad,
the Governnment has, in principle, agreed to the plan. At present,

Mal aysi ans who turn 21 need to register with the Conm ssion during the
registration exercise prior to el ections.

14: Shocking! Most incest victins are under 16 years old, according to
Bukit Aman police statistics. The findings al so show a rise in incest
cases in the country from160 in 1999 to 198 | ast year.

15: Is your school falling apart? Don't worry, it will be renovated
soon. The Education Mnistry has allocated RVM60OO million to refurbish "old
and defective school s", according to Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdu
Azi z Shansuddi n, adding that the budget will also cover Orang Asli schoo
bui | di ngs.

29: Universiti Ml aya students |ost their | andmark buil ding, the Dewan
Tunku Chancelor, to a raging fire that gutted the building at 3.40am

Al so destroyed were graduati on robes and nortar boards, anong ot hers.
Losses were estimated at RML2.4 million. Arson was suspected. As a result,
t he graduati on cerenony was post poned.



JULY

4. Boys and girls, behave! There is a nmove to increase the nunber of
teacher counsellors in secondary schools to keep indiscipline and juvenile
del i nquency, which is on the rise, in check, said Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

8: Suspected student activist Mohd Fuad Mohaned | khwan, 22, was arrested
under |1 SA for allegedly threatening national security and public order.
He was reportedly the student's National Action Front deputy president. He
was questioned in connection with the probe into the June 29 fire that
gutted UM s Dewan Tunku Chancel or.

18: Black Metal = evil? It's the blues for Black Metal when the nusic
genre gets bad Press after a local tabloid associates it with the dark
cul ts.

Cult nmenbers are believed to be involved in devil worship, indulging in
free sex and dadah abuse.

In the weeks that followed, students in the country were detained for
bei ng suspected cult menbers. They were asked to undergo urine tests, and
strip - to locate tattoos on their body.

AUGUST

2: Goodbye, textbooks. In future, students will be using electronic
books. To do this, students from50 pilot schools nationw de have been
chosen to undergo a trial run to test e-books.

Wth the technol ogy, textbook contents can now be viewed on the screen
of a small portable Internet-enabl ed conputer.

4. After black nmetal, the heat is now on hip-hop

Fol l owi ng an article Seks Bebas Hi p-Hop (Free Sex in Hi p-Hop) in a
tabl oid - which accused the nusic as being an agent of social ills,
several artistes including Too Phat, Teh Tarik Crew and Positive Tone big
boss Ahmad | zham Omar cone forward to set the record straight by giving a
Press conference.

7: Jail sentences for young of fenders who commit serious crinmes? Likely
to be inplenented soon, if the laws on the matter are revi ewed.

The need arises follow ng the hei nous nmurder cases involving juveniles
this year.

8: Telling signs. Teens get the rap again, this tine for having
“hickies' or love bites. Labelled as "red netal' or “rose netal' by
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mbhd Khir Toyo, he called on parents
to supervise their children's activities.

9: Wth neritocracy now being stressed, university adm ssion will not be
as easy for Mal ay students anynore, unless they display high academc
excel | ence.

26: Al schools in the country will eventually run in single sessions.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says this is to ensure
students enjoy better facilities including access to conputers and t hat
they don't have to share classroons. So far 600 schools are enjoying the
benefit of single sessions.

29: Private education institutions will be graded by the Education
M ni stry soon. This neans that colleges will be categorised according to
the institutions' facilities, teaching manpower and quality of education.

The goal is to help students receive val ue-for-noney and quality
educti on.

29: Ajuvenile detention centre will be established follow ng the
increase in the crine rate by those who are under 18.

At present, 1,300 juveniles are being held in prisons nationw de; sone
are under remand while waiting to be tried in the court of |law. The
proposal was nade by the Prisons Departnment to the Home M nistry.

SEPTEMBER



5: My card, great card. The new Government Ml tipurpose Card (GWPC) or
MyKad contains identification, driver's |licence, passport and MEPS Cash
applications. The card can be used at imrigration counters at the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport, where cardhol ders need only insert their
card and provide a thunbprint to go through the gates. Traffic police have
al so been given smart card readers that |l et themaccess driver's |icence
details. The National Registration Departnent has i ssued 600, 000 cards
since April.

8-17: Playing on horme ground has its rewards. The XXI Sea Ganes 2001
hel d in Kual a Lunpur sees Ml aysi a baggi ng the | argest haul of 111 gold
medal s. Shalin Zulkifli wins Malaysia's fifth and sixth golds in bowing,
and Roslin Hashimwi ns our first gold in the nen's badm nton singles in 28
years. By the way, Roslin is also world No. 1. Nicol David grabs another
gold in the wonen's squash singl es.

11: The United States is under attack! The world watches in disbelief as
not one but both towers of the World Trade Centre in New York are hit by
hi jacked US aer opl anes, supposedly masterm nded by Gsanma bin Laden. This
sparks a chain of events that includeds unsuspecting bearded and turbaned
Si kh nen bei ng detai ned on suspicion of being nenbers of the Taliban
i nvol ved i n the bonbi ng.

OCTOBER

2: Royal blunder. Astro's Radi o ERA m stakenly announces that the Yang
di Pertuan Agong Sultan Sal ahudi n Abdul Azi z Shah had di ed.

20: Budget cheer/jeer. Cheaper food itens and nore expensive cigarettes
are anong t he announcenents nade at the unveiling of Budget 2002. RMB1.8
mllionis allocated to the Rakan Muda community programe, targeted at
more than 3.5 mllion students waiting for their SPMresults.

NOVEMBER

13: Legal eagl e wannabes wail as threats of nullifying the results of
the Certificate of Legal Practice exami nation send hundreds running to the
Legal Profession Qualifying Board for clarification

22: Exam nation Syndi cate bungl es again! Two questions are cancelled in
the Sijil Pelajaran Ml aysi a physi cs paper, and no marks are given. |If you
guys can't even get your definitions right, what nore us?

22: Kids go crazy as the nmagic sets in. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's
Stone opens in theatres around the country.

28. YQ has done it again! The NST's "enfant terrible" wal ked away with
the Shell Mal aysia Excellence in JournalismAward for Qutstandi ng Medi a
Contribution in Pronoting Youth Devel opment in Ml aysia - for the second
time. Hal

DECEMBER

13: Vither ny protection? The Sel angor State Governnent retracts its
initial decision to ban the sale of condons. Thank goodness. \Wat was
t hi nki ng? Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhd Khir Toyo claims he was only
concerned about the display of condons which are | ocated next to food
itemns.

15: Here's wi shing you rendang wi shes and | emang dreans. The bal ik
kanpung exodus begi ns as thousands of Mal aysi ans nmake their annual trip
back hone for the Aidilfitri celebration.

19: Luis Figo of Real Madrid pips David Beckham of Manchester United to
grab the Fifa Wrld Player award. Two days earlier, Liverpool's M chae
Onen was crowned European Player O The Year.

20: Epic production The Lord of the Rings premiers worl dw de today,
al nost 60 years after J.R R Tol kien wote the book which the novie is
based on.

24: The touchy issue of racial segregation in schools is dragged out
fromunder the carpet by the National Union of Teaching Profession.



NUTP cl ai s t hat over 200 schools are invol ved.
( END)
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