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IT was recently reported that Ml aysia has proposed the creation of an
Asean Network Security Co-ordinating Centre to counter the rising

i ncidents of cyber crime and m sinformation through the Internet in the
region.

This augurs well for the growh and the devel opment of web and e-
comer ce busi nesses and transacti ons as Asean has now shown its conmm t nent
in stanpi ng out cyber crinmes such as unaut horised access of credit card
information, creation and illegal dissenination of viruses and worns, on-
I'ine child pornography, get-rich-quick scans and copyright viol ations.

Undoubtedly, it would be ideal to think about a global initiative, not a
regional initiative - each and every governnment in the world nust
participate in stanping out cyber crime, as the web is borderl ess.

However, Asean is determined to set its own agenda in noving towards the
K-econony. This is a step forward because Asean nmust have a unified plan
to nmove into the K-econony, in the face of conpetition fromthe West and
countries such as India, |srael and China.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad stated that instead of
foll owi ng devel opnent nodel s by industrialised nations, Asean should pl ay
the gane according to its own rules.

One way Asean can do this is by devel opi ng worl d-cl ass software and | CT
corporations in Asean. That is a huge task whi ch requires hardworki ng and
vi sionary strategists and workers.

These conpani es have to chal |l enge corporate behenoths |ike M crosoft,
Oracle, SAS Institute, Yahoo.comand i 2 Technol ogi es. Can we do this?

| believe so. Asean has the concepts and the people to nake it work.

Mal aysia's MSC, Singapore's "wired island network”, people |like Malaysia's
Al -1shsal |shak of Neuroweb, Looi Hoong Thoong who created the V-Buster
anti-virus programre, and Singapore's Creative which is famus for its
Sound Bl aster sound card and which is listed on the Nasdaq, should be

di spl ayed as worl d-class concepts, people and corporations for others in
Asean to emnul ate.

Anot her endorsenent given by Asean countries recently is that of the
creation of the Asean Regi onal |nternet Exchange (Arix).

Its creation would definitely be advantageous for Asean people and
cor porations because w t hout appropriate bandw dth, the corporations in
Asean cannot deliver their products and/or services speedily enough to
their custoners and clients, who can be in any corner of the world.

Simlarly, wthout appropriate bandw dth, the nasses in Asean cannot get
to enjoy the benefits and advantages of the Internet as people in the Wst
woul d.

Addi tionally, Asean nenbers nust enact |aws to govern ICT and to ensure
that they are regionally harnoni sed. Undoubtedly, the web is borderl ess
and the ideal would be a gl obal harnonisation of cyber |aws.

However, wi thout concerted efforts, especially fromthe Wstern
countries, global harnonisation may take decades. |If Asean were actually
to harnoni se cyber laws regionally, this could be used as a blueprint for
ot her regional groupings to study, and if the circunstances are right, to
emnul at e.
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