09 JAN 2001
Court - Anwar
RMLOO M LLION LIBEL SU T: ANWAR FI LES APPEAL AT FEDERAL COURT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimtoday filed
an appeal at the Federal Court over the High Court's decision to quash his
RMLOO million Iibel suit against Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

The notice was filed through Messrs Karpal Singh & Conpany, the |egal
firmrepresenting the fornmer deputy prime minister, at the Appeals Court
registrar's office here at 3.30 p.m

The application was nade after the Appeals Court upheld the decision of
Justice Datuk Dr R K. Nathan who had quashed Anmwar's suit with costs on Dec
9, last year.

Anwar, who filed the suit on Jan 25, 1999, clainmed Dr Mahathir had |lied
and had nmalicious intention when speaking to |ocal and foreign journalists
at a press conference held at the Prinme Mnister's Departnent claining that
he (Anwar) had committed i nmoral acts.

Besi des danmges, interest and costs, Anwar al so sought an injunction to
prevent Dr Mahathir fromrepeating the words.

However, Dr Mahathir in his defence enphasised that he had uttered the
words as prinme minister with qualified privel ege.

In a press statenent today, |awer Karpal Singh said: "Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahi m should be allowed to have his day in court instead of having his
suit against Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad bei ng summarily di smissed.”

He said | egal issues raised should be decided by the Federal Court in
the public interest.

An application woul d be nade to secure an early date to hear the case
he added.
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