25 APR 2001
Sabah- Rai | way
RVR8.5 M LLI ON APPROVED FOR RAI LWAY TRACK REPAI RS

KUALA LUVPUR, April 25 (Bernama) -- A Federal allocation of RV8.5
mllion has been approved for Sabah State Railway to carry out track
repairs, said Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik

He said the allocation is also to help Sabah State Railway overcone its
financial constraints.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, during a recent visit to
Sabah, had suggested that the 135km |l ong railway systemlinking Kota
Ki nabal u with Beaufort and Tenom be devel oped as it has the potential to
becone a hit with tourists.

"But, the railway track has been in a state of disrepair and the Prine
M ni ster has asked KTM Bhd to undertake a study," Dr Ling said here today.

"KTM Bhd has done a study and nmade its recommendati on to the Cabi net
for repairs to be undertaken."

He said the repairs to be undertaken by the Sabah State Railway will be
conpleted in 12 to 14 nonths.

Dr Ling also said the Transport Mnistry has submitted its
reconmendati ons on inproving port services in Sabah to the Sabah state
gover nnent .

"Improved efficiency will help the port authorities raise their
i ncone, " he said.

Dr Ling said he will visit China fromApril 27 to 29 to get nore
Chinese airlines to fly to the KL International Airport (KLIA)

He said China has nore than seven airlines but currently only two --
Air China and China Southern Airline -- fly to KLIA
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