19 OCT 2001
Budget - Wonen
RVB9 M LLI ON TO FI NANCE PROGRAMMVES FOR WOMVEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- A sumof RVb9 nillion has been
all ocated in next year's Budget to finance programmes specially for wonen
as a mark of recognition of their role in national econom c devel opnent,
the Prime M nister said today.

Tabl i ng the Budget 2002 in the Dewan Rakyat, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad who is al so Finance Mnister, said in recognition of wonen's role
i n econom ¢ devel opnent, the government had set up the Mnistry of Wnen
and Fami |y Devel opnent.

"Wth the establishnent of the mnistry, issues and fanmlies will be
given greater attention ," he said.

In this regard Article 8 (2) of the Federal Constitution had been
amended to include the word "gender" to ensure that |laws and policies did
not di scrim nate agai nst wonen.

He said the allocation would be used to finance wonen's speci al
programres whi ch were ainmed at inproving the quality of wonen's |ives,
particularly in rural areas, devel oping fenale entrepreneurs as well as
eradi cating the gender bias in all respects.

Dr Mahat hir al so announced that w dows who remarry woul d continue to
receive the pension of their |ate husband and not | ose their pensions upon
remarriage |ike at present.

"It is hoped that there will not be nmany who will take a second wife
and | eave their first wife because of this provision," he said to |aughter
fromthe MPs.

He said wonen in Mal aysia were fortunate that the Governnent encouraged
and provided equal opportunities in all fields of enploynment , unlike in
certain states which did not encourage wonmen to worKk.

The Governnent was aware that the female | abour force participation
rate at 44.5 per cent was |lower than the 60 per cent |level in devel oped
countri es.

"W nust renmenber that Muslinms make up only 60 per cent of Malaysia's
popul ati on of which half is wonen. If wonen are not allowed to contribute
to the devel opnent of the Muslimcomunity, the Muslimworkforce will be
reduced by 30 per cent."

"I'f this happens, Mislinms who are already weak will becone even
weaker, " he added.
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