02/ 11/ 2001

RM775,000 in cash incentives for 185 athl etes

A TOTAL of 185 athletes will be given cash incentives anmounting to
RM775, 000 when the National Sports Council presents its cash incentive
scheme in Kual a Lunpur today.

Al t hough, the anmount is nothing conpared with the estinmated RVA0O nmillion
spent on preparing the athletes for the Sea Ganmes, the NSC hopes that the
incentive schenme will spur the national athletes to aimfor greater
hei ghts in the future.

In a faxed statenent yesterday, Sports M nister Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun
Hussein said that the incentive was a formof recognition for the
sacrifice and achi evenent of the athletes in the Ganes.

"The anount, however, cannot conpare to the sacrifice and efforts put in
by the athletes in preparing for the Ganes," said H shammuddi n.

"While | amproud that the athl etes have attai ned success in the Ganes,
it istine for the athletes to set their sights on the Commonweal th Ganes
and Asi an Games next year."

H shammuddi n al so said that the success of the Games will not be
possi bl e without the hel p and support fromthe Ml aysi an peopl e and
singl ed out the thousands of volunteers for special nention.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali were the guests of honour
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