19 OCT 2001
Budget - 1 sl am
RVR94. 3 JUTA ALLOCATED FOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMVES TO BENEFI T MUSLI MS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernamm) -- The government will continue to
provi de adequate all ocati on under the Islanic Devel opnment Depart nent
Mal aysia (Jakim to inplement various devel opnent progranmes for the
benefit of the Muslimconmunity, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

Dr Mahathir, who is Finance Mnister, in tabling the 2002 Budget in the
Dewan Rakyat, said that a total of RW94.3 million is allocated for the
i mpl ementati on of progranmes for the devel opnent of famly institutions and
the provision of social services, greater understanding and assim |l ation of
I slam educational programres in religious schools and Al -Quran and Fardhu
Ai n cl asses.

He said that the government continues to uphold the understandi ng and
know edge of true Islamand the devel opnent of the Miuslimcommunity in this
country.

Dr Mahathir said that the government will al so continue to inplenent
several devel opnent programmes under Jaki mwhich include the building and
renovati on of nobsques and |Islam c training conpl exes, the building of
religious schools as well as the devel opnment of an information system

Dr Mahathir said that inline with the desire of the government to neet
the required nunmber of Muslins who are able to recite and nenorise the
Al - Quran, the capacity of the Maahad Tahfiz Darul Quran in Kual a Kubu
Baharu will be increased when the second phase of the construction of the
Maahad Tahfiz is conpl et ed.

He said that the governnment also intends to inplenment nore programes
on the understanding of the correct teachings of Islamfor students in
public and private higher Iearning institutions, anmong officers and
personnel in government as well as in the private sector.

Towards this end, he said, courses will be conducted on strengthening
religious beliefs, spiritual devel opnent, appreciation of |Islamand human
devel oprent .

He said that the objective of the governnent is to establish a
religiously correct Muslimcomunity and this will only be achieved if
there is no deviation by those given responsibility to teach Islam

"For those who propagate teachings that are against the true teachings
of Islam such as hatred for other Muslims, rejecting brotherhood of
Musl i ms and branding other Muslins as infidels and spreading sl anders, the
allocation will be term nated,"” he said.

The all ocation provided is for purposes of propagating the know edge of
I sl am and not ot herwi se, he added.
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