16/ 08/ 2001
Roche shoul d exam ne his own backyard before criticising others

Amar Tan

| REFER to "Another View' (The Diary, New Sunday Tines, Aug 5) which
quot ed Davi d Roche, a London-based investnent adviser, as saying Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad i s surrounded "by a bunch of

medi ocre sycophants who couldn't rule a rice paddy in a nonsoon"” (Fortune,
Aug 13).

| agree with himthat "this bunch couldn't rule a rice paddy in a
monsoon”, but they sure can rule a country - one which is nmulti-racial and
politically stable, successful and "a devel opi ng country which is anpbng
t he nost progressive of devel opi ng ones".

A country which is highly respected and | ooked upon as a nodel by
nunerous | eaders fromdevel opi ng as well as devel oped countri es.

A country which is independent and sovereign.

A country which overcane the economic crisis without taking a single
cent fromthe International Mnetary Fund. A country which dares to be
different.

And the |ist goes on.

Al'l these by a "a bunch of nedi ocre sycophants".

Roche (whoever he is) should | ook at what is happening in his own
backyard before criticising others.

If he is so superior, why are sensel ess bonbings and racial killings
common in his country?

I think the world would be a better place to live in without all the
roaches affecting the nental, physical, enotional and spiritual well-being
of others.
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