17 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - Sabah
ROTATI NG SYSTEM NURTURES LAME DUCK CH EF M NI STERS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d one of the weaknesses of the rotating | eadership in Sabah is
that it tends to create a series of "lame duck"” chief mnisters.

He said changing the chief minister every two years, as currently
practised, could lead to an ineffective state government.

"Al though we can still live with such weakness, we have to take into
account how to overcone this +l ane duck+ problem" he said.

Dr Mahathir was responding to questions raised on the matter at a press
conference after launching the Informati on and Comruni cati on Technol ogy
(ICT) literacy for K-econonmy assenbly at Putra Stadiumin Bukit Jalil, near
here, today.

He said the situation was not unlike that in the United States where a
president who was into his second termof office was considered a | ane duck
| eader of the country.

"The people do not care much with what he does as they are just waiting
for himto be replaced by soneone el se," he said when asked about his
meetings with several key | eaders of Sabah Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent
parties on Wednesday over the selection of the new chief mnister.

Dr Mahathir said he was awaiting the | eaders' views on the matter in
bl ack and white.

He said: "It is neaningless for us to just neet wi thout searching for a
solution. If we nmerely want to continue with the present set up, then that
is not a solution to the problem W are | ooking for ways to settle al
probl ens. "

Dr Mahathir met at his office | ast Wednesday presidents of Sabah BN
component parties namely Tan Sri Bernard Donmpok (Upko), Datuk Chong Kah
Kiat (LDP), Tan Sri Joseph Kurup (PBRS), Datuk Yong Teck Lee (SAPP), Datuk
Pandi kar Amin Mulia (Akar) and Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Osu Haji Sukam
who is also state Umo |iaison conmittee chief.

The prime minister said while all of them gave himthe mandate to
decide on rotating chief mnistership, they al so conveyed their persona
views on the matter.

"They do not totally leave it to ne. They also state their terns. On
top of that the also give ne their mandate,” he said.

Wil e several quarters in Sabah reportedly wanted the rotation system
to be abolished, sonme argued that it should be mai ntained.

It was introduced in 1994 to all ow Mislim Bum putera, non-Mislim
Bum putera and Chi nese | eaders in Sabah to take turn to be chief mnister.

Csu's two-year tenure as chief mnister representing the Muslim
Bum put eras expires mddl e of next nonth.
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