02/ 07/ 2001

Rousi ng wel cone for PMat Universiti Ml aya

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Runours of a nassive boycott and denonstrations to
mar k Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's visit to Universiti Ml aya fell flat
today when the Prine M nister received overwhel m ng support from about
3,000 students and wel | -w shers.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
arrived at 10am and was inmedi ately greeted with shouts of "H dup Mel ayu"
and "H dup Mahat hir".

However, taking no chances on the Prine Mnister's safety, organisers
t ook nmeasures to ensure security was tight.

Umo menbers, in particular Puteri Umo, led by its head Azalina O hman
Said, were present to | end support to the Prime Mnister.

In the past few days, leaflets had been circulating in the campus urging
Uni versiti Malaya residents to boycott the synposiumas a sign of protest
agai nst Dr Mahathir's | eadership.

There were al so runours that a big denpnstration was to be staged on
campus ground today.

During a dialogue later with Dr Mahathir, several students
representatives pledged their support for his | eadership and also to UM
vi ce-chancel | or Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zai ni Mhd Zain.

They al so urged Dr Mahathir to put an end to several "basel ess”
al | egati ons agai nst Anuar.

Anuar had conme under fire fromseveral quarters, including Puteri Umo,
who cl ai ned the bl aze which razed the 35-year-old Dewan Tunku Cansel or
coul d have been averted if he had been nore responsible in nonitoring the
students' activities.
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