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Re-engi neering Umo to reflect society in real tine

Rozi Al'i

WHAT is the politics of a "Re-engi neered Umo"? Mich of it is delienated
in the lengthy speech of Umo president and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at the 55th Umo CGeneral Assenbly.

He understands that the restoration of Umo's rel evance does not, as
m st aken by some wel |l -intentioned souls, lie in destroying, overhauling or
changing the party's essential struggles. On the contrary, it lies in
pul ling Umo out of its intellectual, political and noral nuddl e.

Umo's success in uplifting the Mal ays and non-Mal ays is not at issue.
Nor is its success in conceiving a nodern nation negated. Rather it is
this intellectual, political and noral muddle that Ied to Umo's perceived
irrel evance and the troubled Mal ay political |andscape.

Needl ess to say, it is a nuddle that saw the betrayal of the party's
core struggl es, oblivion of past achievenents and obfuscation of its
validity and primacy as the party for the Ml ays.

There are many reasons for it. But mainly the perception that the
pursuit of the noneyed life is the commanding value in the party saw it
| osing affection and touch with the traditional base in rural areas and
the working class in the urban areas.

Agai n, many reasons would contribute to this. But overall, it mght be
said that Umo (read the Malays) is afflicted with the end-of-political-

i deol ogy syndrome, to use the words of leading critic of nodern American
consci ousness C. Wight MIlIs.

End- of -i deol ogy is the ending of political reflection as a public
m ssion and thus the people's | ack of enphaty and identification with the
party. It is a posture of knowit-all, seen-it-all, been-through-it-al
justifications and a delusion of standing tall as an equal to the other
political and economic class, a fal se sense of acconplishnment and
satisfaction by the pursuit of power as a neans to easy wealth and estate-
bui I di ng.

The syndrone is an ideology of political conplacency where the purpose
is to acquiesce to and justify the status quo. Rightly or wongly, the
party has been identified as a passport to easy wealth, particularly the
non- productive kind which involves the "sale" of pernmits and |icences.
Even if some enterprise is involved, the managenment is usually left to
non- Bum put era partners.

The end-of-ideology is the end of inmagination in a party that has been
very successful in charting the path of nati onhood. On a day-to-day basis,
the young see no new political vocabulary in the party - one that is up-
to-date with events, problens and structure of today's life.

Anything that stirs themcones in the formof a once-a-year affair when
party stalwarts |ike Dr Mahathir and his deputy say something
illum nating. But the followup to that is al nost absent.

Al as, the inpressionistic observations of the young, eager to contribute
and participate, are hardly flattering on party nenbers: The only rea
thinker in the party are a few elders like Dr Mahat hir and worse, the rest
who foll ow do not rouse thenselves into action to work out the
suppl enentary party thenmes, strategies and navigating skills to answer
varyi ng soci etal denmands. They do not see how their upsurge of politica
energy can be net in this perceived condition. The political psychol ogy of
the young is poorly understood by the party.

The party's power to outrage (scaling the Chinese Assenbly Hall to



showcase t he power of Tuan Muda, as cynically described by a Chi nese
reader to a Malay daily, does not stir the power of imagination for a
hi gher and nobl e cause); to make sense of gl obal devel opnents, to
enlighten and clarify events are blunted by this conpl acency.

We have no right to blane the young if they don't understand the
hi storical inport of the past. Blane the elders and those in their 30-
somet hi ngs and up, who saw affluence as a right owed to themby the party
and who fail to analyse and connect the present to the | essons of the
past. Bl ame the naive cel ebrants of conpl acency inside and outside the
party who abdicate their will to nmake the Ml ays a hi gh-achi eving and
i ndependent soci ety.

And so should we bl ane the post-nodernity children if they | ook beyond
Umo for a newrhetoric, new imge and new political identity? Blair has
his Third Way, dinton had his New Denocrat and Bush his Conpassi onate
Conservatives. But Umo?

Still, there is hope yet. Carefully analysed and distilled, Dr
Mahat hir's stingi ng speech contains gens of rousing ideas and rallying
calls that can be converted into a platformfor an Umo Rebuilt, Umo
Rej uvenat ed, Umo Re-engi neered. In other words, a new face of Umo.

Based on the gist of Dr Mahathir's speech, it would be an Ummo that
fights inter alia against financial-industrial dependence, multinational-
dependence, foreign-oriented dependence, know edge dependence and
technol ogi cal dependence. No doubt, its essential struggle for true
i ndependence renmmins, but it assumes new forns.

It will have to free the country from dependent capitalismthat prevents
us all fromreaching a nationally and internationally conpetitive
situation. It has to liberate the nation from dependent denocracy that
sees the love affair with made-in-USA |iberal ideas and a whol esal e i nport
of value orientations fromthe West.

Nevert hel ess, a new face of Ummo nust give roomfor new energy and
dynam sm from new peopl e. Ml ays are, be they nenbers of opposition
parties or nere non-partisan spectators, stakeholders in the efforts to
turn the community into a truly i ndependent, progressive, enlightened and
hi gh-achi evi ng society. The question is: WIIl a re-engi neered Umo have
the capacity, resources, intellectual and noral stamina to achieve al
t hese?
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