21 Nov 2001
Agong- Qbi tuary
RULER WHO SET ASI DE PROTOCOL AND FORMALI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 21 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, who died today at the age of 75, will be best
remenbered as a Rul er who set aside protocol and formality to reach out to
t he peopl e.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n, who was Rul er of Sel angor for 41 years, was al so
media friendly.

Medi a representatives covering official functions were often extrenely
delighted to find hi mrespondi ng to vari ous questions on personal or
current issues especially pertaining to Sel angor.

His informality endeared himto the people who |love himfor his warnth
and caring manner.

Sul tan Sal ahuddin died at 11.57am at the G eneagl es I ntan Medica
Centre in Jal an Anpang here of heart failure.

He was installed as the 11th Yang di - Pertuan Agong on Sept 23, 1999 for
a five-year termon expiry of the termof the Yang di-Pertuan Besar of
Negeri Senbil an Tuanku Jaafar ibni Al mar hum Tuanku Abdul Rahman.

"I amcreated not to be arrogant to the people,"” he said in an
i nterview by Utusan Mal aysi a si x years ago.

H s Majesty al ways showed concern for people especially in the rura
and interior areas.

In his younger days, Sultan Sal ahuddin often cycled throughout the
state including Pulau Ketam and Pul au I ndah to find out the problens faced
by the peopl e.

When age caught up with himand he could no | onger do so, H's Mjesty
remai ned concerned for the wel fare of the people.

On several occasions, he had set aside protocol and formality by
directly raising the problens faced by the people with the state's
admi ni strati on.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n was al so known as anong t he nost significant
contributor of ideas for the devel opnent of Sel angor which is recogni sed as
the nost devel oped state in the country.

"I must admit that | truly love the people. That's God's gift | am nost
grateful for," he said in the interviewwi th the daily

His Majesty had also related his sufferings during the Japanese
Occupati on when his father, the late Sultan Sir Hi sanmuddi n Al am Shah was
stripped as the Sultan of Sel angor by the Japanese adm nistrators and was
repl aced by his younger brother, Sultan Misa Ghi atuddi n.

However, when the Second World War ended, Sultan Sir H sanmuddin Al am
Shah was restored to the throne.

"I ate tapioca with the people. In fact, | had even gone fromvill age
to village to sell tapioca and mingle with the people," he said.

Anot her interesting fact about His Majesty was his close friendship
with the first prime nminister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, regarding himlike his
own br ot her.

"l | ove the Tunku. We becane friends when we were in school. In fact, |
used to drive the Tunku around, sending himto school. | had even washed
the Tunku's car. W were very close," he said.

In the interview with Utusan Ml aysia, Sultan Sal ahuddi n spoke of his
many friends who had passed away.

"Only (former mnister Tan Sri) Khir Johari and | are left. Only the
two of us are left. Al nmy other friends are gone. | know that ny tinme wll



al so cone," he said.

As the head of Malay customs and Islamic affairs, H s Mjesty gave
serious attention to the devel opnent of the religion in the state and it
was not surprising that he personally funded the construction of severa
nmosques in the state

It was not unusual for himto performFriday prayers at different
nmosques so that he coul d neet the people.

Among all the nbsques, his favourite had to be the Sultan Abdul Aziz
Mosque in Kampung Perigi Nenas in Pulau Indah, formerly known as Pul au
Lunut .

He woul d performhis Hari Raya Aidilfitri and Aidil Adha prayers at
this nosque to which he contributed RML.6 million for the construction of
the RVMb million nobsque.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n once said: "I feel that we shouldn't think of
becoming rich only. W shouldn't forget to be grateful to Allah. It's
amazi ng that nowadays there are people who only strive on becoming rich."

In another interviewwith The Star after a heart surgery in the United
States in 1995, he spoke of how cl ose he was to deat h.

"I was told that had | not been treated in tinme, | would have little
chance of surviving. That's how close it was, mati hidup semula (like being
dead and to live again)," he said.

While on a holiday trip to Orlando, Florida, the previous year, Sultan
Sal ahuddi n sufffered a heart attack and underwent surgery at a hospital
where he stayed for two nonths.

"The operation took 10 hours. That was not the end of it because |ater
the doctors told ne that | was also suffering fromstomach cancer and had
to go through 36 radiation treatnents," he said.

As the 11th King under Ml aysia's uni que system of constitutional
nmonar chy where the nine Malay rulers take turns to becone Yang di-Pertuan
Agong for five years, Sultan Sal ahuddi n had been an out st andi ng one.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said today the nonarch
had been a good friend who had worked closely with him

He said Sultan Sal ahuddi n had been a very active King who visited
various places, departnents and mnistries al nost daily.

"I knew he was not very well because he already had a heart operation
and ot her conplications but he insisted that he should performhis duties
as the Agong," the prime mnister said after announcing his death |ive over
RTM

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n has 10 children fromthree marriages.

Fromhis first marriage to his cousin, Raja Nor Saidatul |hsan Tengku
Badar Shah, he has three sons and four daughters -- Tengku ldris Shah who
is the Raja Muda of Sel angor, Tengku Puteri Sofiah, Tengku Sul ai man Shah
(Tengku Panglima di Raj a Sel angor), Tengku Puteri Seri Zanariah, Tengku
Abdul Sarmed Shah (Tengku Panglina Besar Sel angor), Tengku Puteri Arafiah
and Tengku Puteri Ai shah.

Tengku Ahmad Shah is his son fromhis second wife, C k Mahiran, while
fromhis third nmarriage, to Tengku Anpuan Rahi mah Al mar hum Sul t an Abdu
Azi z, he has two daughters, Tengku Puteri Nor Marina and Tengku Puteri Nor
Zi han.

On May 3, 1990, Sultan Sal ahuddin married Siti A shah Abdul Rahman who
was proclai ned G k Puan Besar Sel angor and then appoi nted as the Tengku
Per mai suri Sel angor and | ater becane the Raja Permai suri Agong. They have
no children.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n used to enjoy golf and driving in his vintage cars.

He repeated history when he also died in office |ike his father, Sultan
H sanuddi n Al am Shah who died on Sept 1, 1960.

Sul tan Hi samuddi n was proclai med as the Yang di - Pertuan Agong on Apri



14, 1960 and had yet to be installed as King when he di ed.
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