05 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Kel ant an
RULER MAY HAVE OANN REASONS FOR NON- CONSENT TO AMENDMVENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 5 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said the Sultan of Kelantan's reported refusal to give
consent to recent state constitutional amendnents to limt royal powers
does not necessarily mean the ruler is taking side with any politica
party.

"Per haps he has other reasons and not because he is siding with any
political party,” Dr Mahathir replied when asked about the matter at a
medi a conference after attending a dialogue with scientists at Seri
Kermbangan near here today.

Dr Mahathir said the Sultan could have sensed that the notive behind
t he amendnents was unlike the intention of the federal government when it
amended the federal constitution relating to the powers of the Malay Rul ers
several years back

"What we did then was to check unl awful conduct of rulers. But in this
particul ar case, it appears that it is out of spite over specific matters,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

He was commrenting on today's news reports quoting Menteri Besar of
opposition-run Kelantan Datuk Ni k Aziz Nl k Mat as saying that the Sultan
was only courting danger if he truly refused to assent to the amendnents
passed by the state | egislature on June 25.

Ni k Aziz reportedly said that the ruler's non-consent would create
public inpression that the Sultan was pressured by a political party not to
assent.

I n KOTA BAHARU, the Council of Kelantan Justices of Peace (JPs) today
asked state leaders to inmediately refrain frommaking statenments rel ating
to the amendnents that could create unnecessary pal ace anxiety.

Counci | president Datuk Sukri Mhanmed said there was no necessity for
the state governnent to i ssue statenents one after another if only to nock,
pressure and even threaten the Ruler into perform ng designated royal
duti es.

"In fact it is the state governnent's responsibility to defuse any
potential tension and instead preserve cordial ties with the palace at al
time," he said in a statenent, expressing shock and di smay over Nik Aziz's
reported remarks.

Rat her than continue naki ng such statenents, the state | eaders shoul d
prevent the masses fromdebating the i ssue which could erode the people's
respect for the Sultan, he said.

The JPs council was alarned that the i ssue was overly politicised
whereas the institution of the ruler should not have been dragged to serve
selfish political interests, he said.

Meanwhil e, the Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr
Rais Yatimsaid it was up to Nik Aziz whether or not to apply to the
federal governnment to invoke C ause 71 of the Federal Constitution in order
for the state constitutiional amendrments to becone | aw even wi thout the
Sul tan's consent.

However, Rais said he reckoned that N k Aziz woul d not be pronpted to
subm t such an application

The m nister said this when approached by reporters on Nk Aziz's
reported statenent after opening the 2nd internati onal conference on
cyberl aws here today.

Rais reiterated that the Kel antan governnment could opt to i nvoke O ause



71 since the state, along with Kedah and Johor have yet to incorporate
Schedul e 8 of the Federal Constitution relating to changes in the powers
and role of the Malay Rulers into their state constitutions.
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