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RULERS DO NOT OBJECT TO USE OF THE WORD | SLAM | N NAMES OF ORGANI SATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 22 (Bernama) -- The Conference of Rul ers does not
object to the use of the word Islamin the nanmes of organisations and
declares that it is against Islamfor any organisation to promse its
followers that they shall go to Heaven

It maintai ned that no group has the right to attach additi onal
conditions to determ ne a person's |slamc status upon hi mneeting
obligations under the pillars of faith and pillars of Islam

This was the decision of the 188th neeting of the Conference of Rulers
based on rulings by the Fatwa Comrittee of the National Islamc Affairs
Counci |, according to the Keeper of the Rulers' Seal in a statement issued
at the close of the two-day neeting today.

The Conference of Rulers decided that individuals or organisations
using the word Islamto confuse society or for deviant purposes run
contrary to Islamc syaria principles and coul d be prosecuted under the
I aw.

The statenment of the Keeper of the Rulers' Seal reads:

As regards Mal ay/ Muslimdisunity, the neeting agreed to endorse the
following rulings made by the Fatwa Committee of the National Islamc
Af fairs Council:

* There is no restriction on the use of the word Islam by any
organi sation. In fact the use of such word is encouraged but only wthin
t he context of know edge disciplines, enhancenent of the faith and
conpassi on.

However, any individual or organisation using Islamto confuse the
community or for deviant ends runs contrary to the principles of Islamc
syaria and can be prosecuted under existing | aws.

* A person is recognised as a Muslimupon neeting the obligations and
abi di ng by commandnents relating to the pillars of faith and pillars of
I sl am

As such there is no need for any quarters to attach additi onal
conditions to determine one's Islam c characteristics. It is wongful under
Islamto subscribe to the belief that affiliation and procl amati on of
support for specific group is a prerequisite before one is deemed a Muslim

Therefore, any person practising, preaching and spreadi ng such beli ef
in whatever formis spreadi ng deviant teaching and is committing an
of f ence.

* 1t is only God the Alm ghty's absolute right to determ ne who goes to
Heaven or Hell. As such, it is wong under Islamto claimthat only those
vowi ng loyalty to any individual or organisation can go to Heaven or
ot herwi se. Therefore, anyone practising, preaching, and spreadi ng such
belief in whatever nmanner is categorised as di ssenm nators of devi ant
t eachi ng

Several quarters had earlier demanded that organi sati ons be banned from
using the word Islamas part of their name and PAS objected to this.

The Rul ers' Conference neeting was chaired by Sultan M zan Zai na
Abi di n of Terengganu and attended by all the Rulers and Yang D pertuas
Negeri except for the Sultan of Kedah who was represented by the Raja Mida
of Kedah, the Sultan of Pahang who was represented by the Tengku Muda
Pahang, and the Sultan of Johor who was represented by the Tunku Mahkot a.

Sel angor was represented by the Regent.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah attended



the neeting acconpani ed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

The statement said the neeting al so di scussed national security,
religious matters and appoi nt ments.

The neeting al so decided to el evate H gh Court Judges Datuk Karam Chand
Vohrah, Datuk Wra Haji Mhd Noor Ahnad and Datuk Al auddi n Mohd Sheriff as
Appeal 's Court Judges effective froma date to be announced | ater.

It al so endorsed recent appointnent of Datuk Siti Norna Yaakob, Datuk
Hai dar Mohamed Noor dan Tan Sri Mohtar Abdul | ah as Federal Court Judges.
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