20/ 04/ 2001
Runobur m Il into overdrive as Dai mtakes | eave

AAT

I T may be necessary for the Government to establish a rumour service
centre under the Information Mnistry soon. At the rate runours are being
churned out nowadays, such a centre may be needed to disnmiss or confirm
themas they nake their rounds.

The speed at which the runours travel far exceed the speed of light. In
a flash, cellular phones ring ceaselessly and e-mails are forwarded to al
addr esses.

The nodern-day technol ogy-run runour nill, aided by spin doctors of
varied affiliations and inclinations, has never been nore busy than in the
| ast few days.

Anyt hi ng, and anyone, can trigger a rumour. These past few days, the
runour mll specul ated on the job specifications of Tan Sri Ai Abu
Hassan who, as we now know, has been appoi nted econom ¢ advi sor to the
Prime Mnister.

This led to fresh specul ation that he was about to be given a nore
seni or position than that.

The teh tarek talk is that the fornmer Bank Negara Governor, who before
that was the Director-General of the Economic Planning Unit, was to be
made Fi nance M nister, replacing Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n who i s now on | eave.

When it was pointed out that Ali is not an el ected representative, which
rul ed himout of such a senior appointnent, the runmour backers were not
easily swayed, arguing that Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Ahmad is not
an MP and yet he is a key menber of the Cabinet.

The runours gai ned nonentumwhen it made its way to the Parlianent
bui I di ng.

By Wednesday eveni ng, the | obby of the Parlianment buil ding was abuzz
wi th specul ation that Dai mwoul d i ndeed | eave the Cabinet, citing
differences with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as the push factor.

In fact, the talk went as far as saying that Dai mwas on | ong | eave, one
that is normally associated with pre-departure bl ues.

Si nce even honourabl e Menbers of Parliament tal k about it, some openly
and sone in very guarded tones, nmany argued that there nmust be sone truth
init.

Al'i Abul Hassan asi de, one Cabi net nenber was al so quizzed if he would
be the next Finance Mnister since Daimwas said to be | eaving. The
Cabi net menber could only express surprise at the question

There seens to be a growi ng tendency to believe that anyone going on
| ong | eave does so as a pre-departure nove.

In Daims case, sonme spin doctors may be goi ng around suggesting that he
and Dr Mahathir have too wi de and deep a difference, and that one nust go.
That Daimreturned to serve Dr Mahathir soon after the 1997 financia
and economic crisis was not renmenbered and perhaps no | onger relevant to

t he rumour sponsors.

Actually, it is no secret anong staffers in the Treasury and Putraj aya
that Daimis a workaholic, who discharges his duties even when said to be
on | eave. Like now.

This seenms to be the culture with certain other nenbers of the Cabinet.
The Prime Mnister is a good exanpl e.

The record will show that he has submtted his | eave forns, but he nakes
wor ki ng visits and mai ntai ns work-rel at ed schedul es.

Daim too, is no different. In the com ng weeks that he's on | eave,



don't be surprised to see himofficiating at functions and chairing
di scussion groups in his office and el sewhere.

When he does | eave, and sooner or |ater he would, don't be surprised
when the rumour millers exclained: "See, | told you he'd go!"

For those who have nountains of reports to read and ot her paper work to
go through, doing themunder the cover of "annual |eave" is not sonething
new and unusual .

Thi s country has enough exanpl es of very senior |eaders perpetrating
that cul ture.
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