27 OCT 2001
Abdul | ah- Devel opment
RURAL DEVELOPMENT TO BE STEPPED UP

KENI NGAU, Sabah, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi has said the government will intensify rura
devel opnent programres to create a balance in the progress between rura
and urban areas.

The Government woul d spend nore than RVb billion on rural devel opnent
progranmmes as announced by Prinme M nister and Finance M ni ster Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in his Budget for next year, he said.

" We not only want to see developnent in cities |like Kota Kinabal u and
Kual a Lunpur but also in the rural areas. W want the petty traders also to
benefit fromdevel opnent," he sai d when openi ng the Keningau Tanu Site
her e.

Abdul | ah sai d the governnment woul d ensure that facilities such as
t el ephone, post office, water and electricity were also available to the
rural people.

" This is what the governnent will do to create bal anced devel opnent,"
he sai d.

Abdul | ah said the inplenmentation of the various rural projects was
important in helping to raise the living standards of the rural folks.

He urged Bari san Nasional elected representatives to ensure the success
of the various rural devel opnent projects.

"W want all programes to be undertaken speedily and fully and ensure
that targets are net," he said.

On the Tamu project, Abdullah said the Federal Government woul d provide
an additional RM nmillion for the project in addition to the RMB nillion
allocated earlier for it.

As the response to the tanmu was very encouragei ng, the governnent had
decided to increase the allocation to extend the tanu project site, he
added.

Wrk on the Keningau Tanu Site started in June |ast year and conpl et ed
inmd March this year.

The site has 105 permanent stalls to serve the needs of 355 petty
traders.

The project is a joint venture between the Federal Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M nistry and the Sabah Econom ¢ Devel opnent Cor porati on
(Sedco).

It was inplemented jointly by Sedcovest Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary
of Sedco and the Keni ngau Minici pal Counci l

The Deputy Prine Mnister |ater opened the building of the Yayasan
Pembangunan dan Pedal aman Sabah ( YPPS) here.
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