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Russi a- Sukhoi
RUSSI A LOBBYI NG MALAYSI A TO BUY SUKHO SU- 30

By: Khairdzir Yunus

MOSCOW Sept 18 (Bernama) -- If not for the terrorist attacks on the
Wirld Trade Centre in New York and Pentagon in Washi ngton on Sept 11, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d have visited Russia from Sept
12 to 15.

The uncertainty caused by the devastating attacks forced Dr Mahathir to
postpone his trip not only to Russia but also to the United Ki ngdom and
Gernmany to a nore suitable tinme.

Wi | e Russi a understands Ml aysia's reason for the postponenent, it is
eagerly looking forward to Dr Mahathir's visit at another tine.

The visit, at the invitation of Russian President Vladimr Putin, is
ai red at enhancing trade and bilateral ties, and Russia wants to take the
opportunity to show Dr Mahathir the capability of the Sukhoi SU 30 fighter
jets.

Russia is actively | obbying Malaysia to buy the Sukhoi SU-30 at a tine
when the United States is also pushing to sell its newest strike fighter,

t he Boei ng F/ A-18E/ F Super Hor net .

Boei ng vi ce-president and busi ness devel opnent general manager for
mlitary aircraft and guided m ssiles, George Ronan, has said that the
Super Hornet represented the |latest technology in fight jet manufacturing
and Mal aysi a was considered a part of its F/ A-18 Hornet progranme.

Boei ng woul d send two Super Hornets to the 6th Langkawi |nternationa
Maritime and Aerospace (LIMA) exhibition this October to show the tactica
capability of the fighter jet, he said when visiting Kuala Lunmpur | ast
June.

LIMA W Il be the fourth international airshowto see the presence of
the Super Hornet as it had been displayed at the Paris air show, in
Australia and Finl and.

Russia will also make its presence felt in Langkawi . Rosboronexport,

t he agency responsi bl e for export of Russian defence technol ogy and
equi prent, considers the Asia-Pacific one of its inportant markets.

Rosbor onexport deputy director-general Victor Konmazdin said nost
countries in the region had recovered fromthe 1997/1998 econonic crisis
and their econom es were grow ng.

"Leaders and governnents in this region seemto be of the view that now
is the time to think about nmeeting their own security needs," he told
Mal aysi an journalists in an interviewat his office in Gogl evsky Bl vd,
Moscow, recently.

Kormazdi n gave his answers in Russian and they were translated into
Bahasa Mal aysi a by Utusan Mal aysia's correspondent in Mdscow, Svet S.
Zakhar ov.

Komazdi n views Asia-Pacific as a big market for fighter jets, and
according to Western experts' estinmates, the Asia-Pacific market until 2010
is worth US$20 billion.

"That is why we are paying serious attention to LIMA to make our
presence felt in this region

"Wt al so consider Russia's participationin LIMA as crucial to
Mal aysi a- Russia bilateral ties," he said.

He said to show its seriousness, Russia would send nore than 300
Russian nmilitary technology itens for display at LI MA, including various
types of aircraft, nodels and replicas involving 30 conpanies in the
def ence i ndustry.



He said Russia made its breakthrough in Ml aysia by selling 18 M &29s
to the governnment in 1994. "That marked the start of our venture into the
Asi a- Paci fic market."

"Since we have good experience supplying the M &9, we gave to the
Mal aysi an si de a comerci al proposal to supply arnoured vehicles, tanks,
anti-aircraft missiles and navy vessels for the Royal Ml aysian Navy. W
see it reasonable to continue cooperation in the aircraft sphere,” he said.

"Now t hat we know Mal aysia plans to renewits fighters and is
consi dering different proposals frommany countries on the procurenent of
new aircraft, Russia would also |like to participate in this project,"” he
sai d.

He said Russia was really hoping that Ml aysia woul d consi der buyi ng
the SU-30 and coul d assure Malaysia of its quality and effectiveness.

He said: "Dr Mahathir has said that Malaysia is prepared to be a narket
platformfor Russia's defence equi pnent in the Southeast Asian and
Asi a- Pacific regions."

He said trade ties between the two countries were good and bil atera
trade had reached US$300 milli on.

"Qur cooperation inthe mlitary field has no political ties...no
political conditions |like those attached by others in their offers," he
sai d.

He sai d Rosboronexport was joining the fray to sell two types of
aircraft -- the MG 29 Miultirole fighter aircraft and Sukhoi SU 30, a basic
aircraft.

The SU-30 coul d be customi sed according to Ml aysia's needs, he said.

He said that so far only India and China had nade orders for the SU 30

Asked if he considered the SU 30 superior to Super Hornet, he said both
were good aircraft.

"However, in the purchase of defence equipnent, the factor of good ties
bet ween countries also plays an inportant role. For exanple, European
countries know of the strengths of Russian jets but still buy Anerican
aircraft because they want to join NATO

"The sal e of weapons is very closely linked to politics. Russia builds
aircraft according to Russian traditions. Qur guarantee is that our
aircraft are very easy to handl e.

"Qur vision in building aircraft is to allowthe pilot to make his own
decision. But in Arerica it is different; they want it the easy way and | et
the conputer nmake the decision for pilots. The Anerican psychol ogy differs
fromours, and this is reflected in the aircraft built by both countries,”
he sai d.

Asked for his viewon stability in Southeast Asia, he said: "I think
Mal aysia will be a regional superpower as long as it is under the
| eadership of Dr Mahathir."

Meanwhi | e, president of Irkutsk Aviation Industrial Association, JSC,
Al exey |. Fedorov, the naker of the SU-30 aircraft, said India was
purchasing quite a nunber of the SU-30 aircraft, and there were plans to
i ncorporate the Yarkhont cruise nissile, one of the nobst advanced mi ssil es.

Fedorov, who considers the Boei ng F18 Super Hornet as a serious
conpetitor, expressed hope that the conpany could sell the SU-30 aircraft
to Mal aysi a.

"W are going to carry out flight denpnstrations of the | atest version
of the SU-30 during the LI MA exhibition for the first tine in Southeast
Asi a," he said.

At LIMA Irkutsk also plans to display its BE200 anphi bi ous aircraft.

The Russi an government has ordered seven such aircraft which are mainly
used for forest firefighting, and search and rescue operati ons.
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