11/10/ 2001
Russi a of fers cooperation to devel op Sukhoi jets

Kang Si ew Li

| RKUT Cor p, maker of the Russi an Sukhoi conbat aircraft, yesterday of fered
Mal aysi an conpani es the possibility of ajoint cooperationto devel opthe
aircraft if the Ml aysian Government decides to add the Sukhoi Su-30MK to
its air defence system

I rkut sk Avi ation I ndustrial Association president Al exey |I. Fedorov
naned Sapura El ectroni cs and Dunl op Mal aysi a as two possi bl e conpani es to
carry out the devel opnent of the fighter aircraft.

"W are proposing an offset programme (to Mal aysia). W are al so
considering the possibility of a non-traditional payment agreerent I|ike
counter trade (with Mal aysia)," Fedorov told a news conference at the
Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace (LI MA) 2001 exhi bition.

Fedorov sai d he believes that Ml aysi an conpani es' capability in the
devel opnent of the fighter aircraft such as Sukhoi will be "efficient and
proni si ng because the high |l evel of the electronics industry i n Mal aysi a".

"The of fset programre will al so be an added advant age to Mal aysi a
because it will create nore jobs," he added.

At the opening of the LI MA 2001 on Tuesday, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad said Mal aysia will | ook very favourably to defence
equi pment suppl i ers who coul d of fer programres al ong with their proposal
for the country's force nodernisation programres.

He added that the supplier offering the nost attractive of fset
progranmmes in ternms of value and types of technol ogy with sustainable
busi ness opportunities will conmand subst anti al wei ght age.

Earlier this year, Irkut has proposed to the Ml aysi an Governnent its
Su-30MK aircraft, which shares sinmilar features with the Su-30MKI. The Su-
30MKls (18 aircraft in total) are currently being operated by the Indian
Ai r Force.

Sai d Fedorov: "The aircraft systemand engi ne of the Su-30MK for
Mal aysia will be simlar to India s Su-30MKI. But the avionics of the Su-
30MK wi Il be inprovised and sone addi ti onal equiprment will be installed
based upon the requi renents of the Royal Ml aysian Air Force."

"And we hope in the future to nane the Ml aysi an aircraft version the
Su- 30MKMt o distinguishit fromother versions of the Sukhoi famly," he
stressed.

To date, the Mal aysi an Government has yet to nmake its decision as it is
al so considering a full squadron of Boeing' s F/ Al8-E/ Fs Super Hornets
nmul ti-role conbat jets.

Meanwhi | e, commrenti ng on whet her Mal aysi an pilots will be able to handl e
the Sukhoi aircraft, Sukhoi Design Bureau senior deputy director-general
A. Klenentiev said: "Yes, of course. W have had many neetings with the
Mal aysi an pilots. W sawthemflying in the sky and we are sure they are
excellent pilots and very experienced.

"Furthernore, the Sukhoi is a sinple aircraft to fly," said Kl enmentiev.

I rkut conprises a nunber of devel opnment and producti on conpani es such as
I rkutsk Avi ation I ndustrial Association, Beriev Design Bureau, BETA-Al R
Russkaya Avi oni cs Desi gn Bureau and | TELA
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