25 FEB 2001
Zai nuddi n- Rust am
RUSTAM BELI TTLES USMAN, SAYS ZAl NUDDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- Information Mnistry Parliamentary
Secretary Datuk Zainuddin Maidin said Parti Rakyat Ml aysia vi ce-president
Rustam A. Sani has belittled national |aureate Datuk Usnman Awang by
suggesting that he (Zainuddin) influenced Usnan into accepting a speci al
award fromthe Prime Mnister.

Zai nuddi n said Rustamal so came to his own judgnment and not the
public's in deducing that journalismlaureate Tan Sri A Samad |smail and
veteran journalist Datuk Mazl an Nordin had only downgraded t hensel ves by
working for the New Straits Tines and the Institute of Strategic and
International Studies (1SIS).

"Rust am Sani | ooks down on these institutions based on his own
assessnment and not that of the public, out of narrow m nded party
politics.It is regrettable that Rustam Sani | ost his intelectuality because
of this.

"I't is unfair for him(Rustan) to claimthat close friends of the three
personalities join himin berating themas they are seen to be on the side
not favoured by him" Zainuddin said in a statenent through Bernama to
rebut Rustamis allegations in the |atest issue of Harakah, the official
organ of PAS.

Rustamin a statement to Harakah, said Zai nuddi n had brought down
Usman's reputation by influencing the |aureate into accepting a speci al
award presented by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad recently.

Rust am charged that Zainuddin did so to counter the influence of
anot her national |aureate and opposition Menber of Parliament Datuk Shahnon
Ahmad, who, according to Rustam won wide literary acclaimw th his novel
"SH T".

Rust am al so cl ai ned that Sanmad and Mazl an's reputation and respect from
anong friends suffered for simlarly doing at the New Straits Ti nes and
I SI S what Zai nuddi n di d.

Zai nuddi n said what he did was to get ailing Usman honoured during his
lifetinme for the substantial contribution to the U usan Mel ayu G oup which
al so accorded Sanmad sim|ar recognition earlier.

Zai nuddin was fornerly U usan Mel ayu Group editor-in-chief and
editorial adviser.
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