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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today a sol ution
has to be found to the rotation systemof the Sabah Chief Mnister's post
to ensure the snooth running of the State adm nistration

The Prime M nister and Bari san Nasional chairnman said one weakness of
the system introduced in 1994 after the BN cane to power, was the need to
change the Chief Mnister every two years.

"We could get a series of “lame duck' Chief Mnisters. Al though we can
live with it, a solution has to be found," he said when asked on the
weaknesses of the system

This is by far the clearest hint that there could be changes to the
system

He said frequent changes in the chief mnistership could also bring
about an ineffective government.

He was speaking at a Press conference after |aunching the Information
Technol ogy Literacy Gathering for K-econony at StadiumPutra in Bukit
Jalil.

On Monday, Dr Mahat hir said he woul d nake an announcenent on the system
when the tinme canme for Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Osu Sukamto relinquish
hi s post next nonth.

The rotation systemwas introduced to enable the | eaders of Sabah's
three main comunities - the MuslimBuni putera, Chinese and the non-Mislim
Bum putera - to head the State Governnent for a termof two years.

Citing the US presidency as an exanple, the Prine Mnister said the
Presi dent was considered a | ame duck towards the end of his second term

"What ever he does, people don't seemto care much as they know he will
eventual |y be repl aced. Likew se, the Sabah Governnent w |l becone
ineffective if after every two years, the Chief Mnister has to be
repl aced. "

(Under the US Constitution, Presidents can only serve a maxi num of ei ght
years).

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked about the outcone of his separate neetings
wi t h Sabah-based BN | eaders on Wednesday on the issue.

Besi des Osu, the others were Liberal Denocratic Party president Datuk
Chong Kah Ki at, United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation
president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah president Tan
Sri Joseph Kurup, Angkatan Keadil| an Rakyat Bersatu president Datuk
Pandi kar Am n Mulia and Sabah Progressive Party president Datuk Yong Teck
Lee.

Dr Mahathir said the | eaders, besides giving himthe mandate to decide
on the system also conveyed their views and conditions.

On Sabah Umo's stand, Dr Mahathir said it was al ready known that it
want ed the systemto be abolished.

He di sagreed with a suggestion that Sabah Umo seened rel uctant to hand
over the Chief Mnister's post, saying the party was quite flexible in the
matter.

Fol | owi ng the nmeetings, the Prine Mnister said he was now waiting for
the |l eaders to subnmit their views in "black and white".

On why this was necessary, he replied: "I heard views fromsix of them
| might forget what they said ... | aman old nman."

On whether this was made as Sabah politicians were fond of changi ng
their stand and al |l egi ance, he said it was not so although he admtted



that there had been cases in the past where State | eaders hopped to ot her
parties.

I n Kota Kinabal u, Osu said he believed Dr Mahathir woul d take into
account views by State BN | eaders before making a final decision on the
nmatter.

"W di scussed many aspects on the rotation. Al so, as Sabah BN chairman
and State Umo head, | have also given himnmy views. W now leave it to
the Prime Mnister to nmake an announcenent,"” GOsu said.

Asked about his plans should the rotation continue and sonebody el se was
appoi nted to succeed him Gsu said he would wait for the announcenent.

He told reporters this after |launching the Kota Kinabalu City Espl anade
near here | ast night.

Meanwhi | e, Kurup when approached by reporters upon his arrival from
Kual a Lunpur |ast night, said his party would | eave the decision to Dr
Mahat hir, who had "listened attentively" to his views on the matter.

"We al so di scussed other aspects for the benefit of Sabah, especially on
ways to strengthen its econonic devel opnent and unity."

Kurup said the party had yet to decide on a candidate for Chief Mnister
if the rotation systemwas conti nued.

Tun Sakaran Dandai from Umo was the first to be appoi nted Chief
M ni ster under the system but nade way for Datuk Salleh Tun Said when he
becane the Yang di - Pertua Negeri .
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