14 FEB 2001
Kari m Rot ati on
SABAH BN COVPONENT MEMBERS MJUST ACCEPT PM S DECI SI ON

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 14 (Bernamm) -- Al nenbers of the Sabah Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties nust accept whatever deci sion nade by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad on the systemof rotation for post
of the Sabah chief mnister, Sabah BN secretary Datuk Kari m Bujang said
t oday.

He said this is inportant to maintain political stability and unity
anong the various comunities in Sabah.

"I feel that since we have given the PMthe mandate...we we should
respect his deci sion.

"W don't want certain groups to take advantage of the situation to
rai se i ssues that could jeopardise unity and stability we have enjoyed
since the BN was returned to power again in 1994," he told Bernamm, here.

Karim who is also the Assistant Mnister for Finance, said the first
rotation went snoothly while the current debate was on the second rotation
of the system

Al'l | eaders of the Sabah BN conponent parties have agreed to |leave it
the Prime Mnister to decide.

"So, when a decision is nmade...we nmust accept it with an open heart and
wor k toget her towards further strengthening the BN in Sabah.

"Wt don't want to say okay in public but differently in private," said
Karim

Last Monday, Dr Mahathir said he woul d nmeet Sabah BN conponent party
| eaders to hear their views on the rotation systembefore he deci ded on the
nmatter.

The system was proposed by Dr Mahathir during the 1994 state el ection
campai gn and was i npl emented when the BN took over the state adm nistration
in March that year

The unique systemis to enable | eaders of the three najor conmunities
in Sabah -- Muslim bum putera, Chinese and non-Mislimbum putera -- to head
the state governnent for a termof two years each

The inpl enentation ran snoothly initially, but lately several quarters
have called for the systemto be abolished, while others are leaving it Dr
Mahat hir to make a deci sion
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