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Agriculture
SABAH WANTS TO ADOPT KEDAH S AGRI CULTURE METHODS

SUNGAI PETANI, March 2 (Bernama) -- Sabah is keen to adopt certain
aspects of Kedah's agriculture methods in an effort to boost its food
producti on.

Sabah Agricul ture Devel opnment and Food | ndustry Permanent Secretary
Dat uk Abi di n Madi ngkir said there were several agriculture projects in
Kedah whi ch coul d be adapted by Sabah.

"We are keen to inject certain agriculture technol ogy into Sabah based
on the two working visits by the Sabah Agriculture Mnister's delegation to
this state," he told reporters after visiting the Gurun Satellite Estate
veget abl e farm ng project near here today.

Abi di n was acconpanyi ng Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk LajimUkin on
a followup visit to inspect vegetable, fruit and dairy farm ng projects in
Kedah.

Lajim who is also Agriculture Devel opmrent and Food I ndustry M nister,

i nspected several padi cultivation projects during the first visit early
| ast year.

"This visit is also being nade following Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s suggesti on that Sabah see for itself the goat mlk-based
processing i ndustry," he said.

Yesterday, Lajimand Abidin visited a dairy farmand factory maki ng
soap, cosnetic products and health food which were owned by a | ocal
conpany.

Abidin said further discussions would be held with the conpany on the
possibility of undertaking simlar projects in Sabah on a joint-venture
basi s.

The vegetabl e farm ng met hods used at the Gurun Satellite Estate woul d
be adopted as a nodel for a project in Papar by next year, he said.

Kedah Agriculture and Rural Devel opnent Conmittee Chairman Datuk Zai no
Ml | sa said a Kedah del egati on woul d visit Sabah soon to explore
opportunities for joint ventures.

He said the Gurun Satellite Estate woul d beconme the state's | eading
veget abl e production centre when a vegetabl e coll ection and marketing
centre was built at the foot of Gunung Jerai

A total of 121 people fromvillages around Gunung Jerai, |ike Kanmpung
Jel at ang, Kepal a Bukit, Banggol Lal ang and Guar Nanas, are involved in
vegetabl e farm ng on the 97. 8ha estate.

The project, which was undertaken intensively early this year, is
capabl e of giving each participant a nonthly inconme of RML, 000.
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