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Sabah- St i mul us
SABAH RECEI VES RMLOO M L FROM STI MULUS PACKAGE

KOTA KI NABALU, Cct 9 (Bernanme) -- Sabah has received a total of RMLOO
mllion fromthe RV.3 billion stinmulus package announced by Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | ast nonth, making it the |argest recipient
under the package.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said that this allocation would be
fully utilised to inplenent infrastructural projects on the ground.

He said the state governnent was aware of the woes faced by the | oca
busi ness community regardi ng i nadequate infrastructural facilites in the
state.

"The governnent realises the need to have inproved infrastructura
facilities in airports, ports and all the others,"” he said in his address
at the Mal aysian International Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry (M CCl)
Sabah branch annual | uncheon here today.

Chong said the government's current focus for the state was to create a
conduci ve and stable political environnent so that investors would have the
confidence to cone to Sabah

In return, Chong advi sed nenbers of M CCl Sabah to formalliances and
net wor ki ng systemwi th key players in Peninsul ar Ml aysia and Sar awak.

Earlier, MCC Sabah branch chairnman Andrew Lo said M CCl hoped that
steps woul d be taken to upgrade various facilities such as the Kota
Ki nabal u I nternational Airport (KKIA) including having a | arger passenger
| obby, nore aerobridges, parking bays and taxiways.

The current facilities at the airport were already overl oaded, he said.

"They are designed to handle 2.1 mllion passenger traffic per year but
the passenger traffic has already reached 3 nillion a year. These
facilities are therefore 50 per cent under capacity," said Lo.

In the agricultural sector, infrastructural facilities in the east
coast do not expand in line with the growh in the oil pal mindustry, he
sai d.

"Port facilities in handling shipment of fertilisers and bul king
installations are limted," he said.

It is hoped that neasures were taken to upgrade and extend these
facilities, Lo added.
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