14/ 02/ 2001
Sabah BN chiefs to neet Dr Mtoday on CMrotation

Joni st on Bangkuai

PAPAR, Tues. - Sabah Barisan Nasi onal conponent party |eaders are
schedul ed to have separate neetings with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad tonorrow to give their views on the rotation system of
t he Sabah Chief M nistership.

The Sabah BN conmponent party | eaders are expected to nmeet Dr Mahat hir
before the Prine Mnister neets Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Osu Sukam who
is State Barisan Nasional and Sabah Umo chi ef.

A check by the New Straits Tinmes reveal ed that nost of the State BN
conponent party leaders left for Kuala Lunmpur this afternoon for the
neet i ng.

Dr Mahathir had told a Press conference at the end of his two-day visit
to the State yesterday that he would be inviting all the Sabah BN
conponent party leaders to Kuala Lunpur for separate neetings with himon
the rotation issue.

The Prime Mnister also said that he woul d make an announcenent on the
matter when the tine comes for Gsu to relinquish the post next nonth.

Csu's two-year termunder the systemto rotate the post anong the Muslim
Bum put era, non-MuislimBum putera and Chi nese ends on March 13.

The rotation systemwas introduced by the BN after it took over the
State adnministration in April 1994,

Gsu, when net by reporters after he witnessed the swearing-in of newy
appoi nted councillors of the Papar District Council, here, today,
confirnmed that he woul d be neeting Dr Mahathir tonorrow.

"My neeting with the Prime Mnister is to follow up on matters rai sed
during his (Dr Mahathir's) visit to Sabah," he said when asked if the
rotation is expected to be discussed in his neeting with the Prine
M ni ster.

On the neeting between Dr Mahathir and the ot her Sabah BN conponent
party |l eaders, Gsu said the nmeeting was expected to take place as soon as
possi bl e.

On whet her he had conveyed his views on the rotation to Dr Mahathir, he
said after a State BN nmeeting some tinmes ago he net Dr Mahathir to brief
hi mon the issue.

The State BN conprises Umo, United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Murut
Organi sation (Upko), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS), Angkatan Keadil an
Rakyat (Akar), Liberal Denocratic Party, Sabah Progressive Party, MC, MCA
and Ger akan.

It is learnt that the Prine Mnister will only neet with | eaders of
Sabah- based BN conponent parties - Upko, PBRS, Akar, LDP and SAPP.

Upko, headed by Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Tan Sri
Ber nard Donpok, and PBRS, by forenr Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Joseph
Kurup, are both Kadazandusun-based parti es.

The majority of Akar menbers are Kadazandusun al though it is headed by
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Pandi kar AmMin Milia, a
Musl im

SAPP and LDP, which are headed by forner Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck
Lee and M ni ster of Tourism Devel opnent, Environment, Science and
Technol ogy Dat uk Chong Kah Kiat, respectively, are both Chi nese-based
parties.

Goi ng by a statenent by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad
Badawi when announci ng Gsu's appoi ntnment as Chief Mnister in March 1999,



the next Chief Mnister would be fromthe Kadazandusun community.
However, the possibility of a Chinese | eader being appointed to succeed
Osu coul d not be di scount ed.
( END)
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