20/ 05/ 2001
Sabah BN conponent nenber Akar to di shand

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat Bersatu, one of the ol dest
component menbers of the Sabah Barisan Nasional, is disbanding 12 years
after it was forned.

The deci sion on dissolution was made at the party's cl osed- door
energency neeting chaired by president Senator Datuk Pandi kar Amin Milia
at Tang's Hotel today. This brings to an end nonths of specul ati on over
Akar's future after Pandi kar hinted at the del egates' neeting | ate | ast
year that the party woul d be di ssol ved.

Today' s energency neeting was called as a prelude to the party's speci al
gat hering here tonorrow which will be opened by Prinme M nister and BN
chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad. Several suprene council nenbers
said the dissolution would be officially announced at the gathering.

Asked about it at the Kota Kinabalu international airport, Pandikar
said: "You wait until tonorrow "

Today' s energency neeting decided that its nmenbers should join other BN
conponent parties in the State, particularly Umo, United Pasok Monogun
Kadazandusun Organi sation (Upko) and MCA

An Akar suprene council nenber said Pandi kar, who is Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent, would be joining Umo together with nost of
the party's suprene council nenbers.

"Pandi kar will be submitting his application formto Dr Mahathir at the
speci al gathering tonorrow, " said the Akar suprene council nenber who
declined to be naned.

Formed in Septenber 1989 by several Parti Bersatu Sabah dissidents, Akar
has between 25,000 and 30, 000 nemnbers.

It does not have an elected representative in either the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly or Parlianent.

Wth the dissolution of Akar, the State BN will be left with eight
component menbers - Ummo, Upko, Sabah Progressive Party, Parti Bersatu
Rakyat Sabah, Liberal Denocratic Party, MCA, Gerakan and M C.
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