21 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Sabah (News Focus)
SABAHANS WAI T EAGERLY FOR MAHATHI RS WEEKEND VI SI T

By: Jackson Sawat an

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will make a two-day visit to Sabah this weekend, a week
after announci ng the nost anti ci pated deci si on concerni ng Sabah politics --
the continuation of Sabah's rotating chief mnistership.

The decision will see Kudat assenbl yman Datuk Chong Kah Kiat taking the
hel m of the Sabah state governnment from Datuk Osu Sukamin a power
transition expected to take place by next week.

Chong, 53, is currently a state mnister in charge of Tourism
Devel opnent, Environnent, Science and Technol ogy.

Hi s upconmi ng weekend trip here will take Dr Mahathir to cover two areas
-- Kota Kinabalu city and Tenom one of Sabah's renotest town 180km
from here.

Though constantly a politically-charged state, politics is not the only
the focus of attention that the Prine Mnister's visit is creating this
time around.

On his arrival Saturday norning, he will deliver a keynote address at a
hi gh-profile Sabah Bum putera Econoni ¢ Congress 2001 here.

"This will be the first such congress in the newmllenniumand will be
of great significance to the Bum putera econony," said Datuk Ahmad Ali Lope
Abdul Azi z, president of the Sabah Bum putera Chanmber of Conmerce.

Ahmad Ali Lope, who is deputy organising chairman said the congress
woul d del i berate on several key issues notably chall enges faced by
Bum putera entrepreneurs in the 21st century in line with the thene
"Bum put era Economy Beyond 2000: Chal |l enges and Direction"

After opening the congress, the Prinme Mnister will proceed by
helicopter to Tenom about 40 mnutes flight over the vast and
densel y-jungl ed i nterior of Sabah.

A grand wel come is being arranged in Tenom the heartland of the Mirut
conmuni ty.

Tenom s current popul ation of 46,200 people will be enlarged by an
addi tional 20,000 over the weekend as residents fromnearby districts
converge in the small town to join the prime mnister.

Al'l hotels in Tenomare already fully booked for the weekend while
those in nearby but [arger town of Keningau, are also experiencing brisk
reservations.

"W have to double check all bookings so that we will be able to tel
exactly how many roons are still available for booking on that day," a
receptionist at a |l eading hotel in Keningau said when contacted. Keningau
i s about 40km from Tenom

In Tenom Dr Mahathir will performthe ground-breaking for the
Tenom Beauf ort hi ghway before attending a dinner with state | eaders. He
will open the Sabah Agricultural Park the next day before returning to Kota
Ki nabal u.

On Sunday afternoon Dr Mahathir wraps up his visit by officiating at
t he ground-breaking for the new Federal Conplex near Universiti Ml aysia
Sababh.

This would be Dr Mahathir's second official visit to Sabah in a nonth,
after the one fromFeb 11-12 when the focus then was very much on whet her
or not the rotation of the chief mnister's post anobng the state's three
maj or communiti es woul d conti nue.
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