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Mahathir-Mnorities
SABAH M NORI TY GROUPS NOT MARG NALI SED, SAYS DR M

KOTA KI NABALU, July 30 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad has assured Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties
representing mnority ethnic groups in Sabah that they have never been and
wi || not be marginalised.

Such BN conponent parties enjoyed equal treatnent and their |eaders
were given opportunity to hold positions in state as well as the federa
governnents, he said.

In fact, all BN conponent parties have equal representation in the
Bari san Nasi onal Suprene Council, said Dr Mahathir who is al so chairman of
the 13-party coalition.

" This is to ensure that the voice of all ethnic conmunities no matter
how snal | they are, is heard during party discussions," Dr Mahathir said
when openi ng the seventh congress of the United Pasoknonbgun Kadazandusun
Murut Organi sation (UPKO here today.

He said the governnent was nindful of the influence and significance of
such parties in fighting for the cause of the mnority ethnic groups.

However, he rem nded all BN conponent parties that the governnent woul d
not be in a position to accede to all their demands.

' A party very pleased with the governnent nmeans that it has been
treated overly well so much so that other parties do not get the treatnent
t hey deserved," said Dr Mahathir.

He said the governnent did not wish to see only one party gaining al
the special treatnment for the community it represented at the expense of
rai si ng suspicion anong the ot her comunities.

Speaking to reporters later, the prime nmnister said the governnent
woul d pay nore attention to the needs of rural-based mnority groups within
t he Bumi put era cat egory.

" The governnent will pay attention to the mnority community as it is
only fair that we give fair treatment especially to those living in rura
areas," said Dr Mahathir.

In addition, the governnent would al so pay greater attention to the
| evel of progress of the smaller sub-groups of the Bum putera people, he
sai d.

There woul d be no specific allocations for the mnority groups as these
canme under various government allocations for the Bum putera.

" They (minority groups) still cone under Bumi putera but we will give
nmore attention now than before. We used to think about Bum putera w thout
t hi nki ng too nmuch about the division in the subgroups,” Dr Mahathir added.
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