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Saf eguar di ng pl anet for the future of our children
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KHAI RI L Amanda and Khairil Azri wel coned their guests into the big hall of
the Sunway Lagoon resort wi th nmuch enthusiasm "Wl conme to our world", the
two teenagers said to the delight of sone 5,000 children and parents who
had gathered to witness the | aunch of the "Say Yes For Children" canpaign.

The two were selected to be masters of cerenony for the occasion, which
was graced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and his wife
Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali. It was a gathering of children of al
ages, frompre-school to secondary school, dressed in their schoo
uni form

| junmped into one |ift taking the children to the main hall. They | ooked
very eager and excited. "Nak junpa PM? (Meeting the PW?)," | asked. "Yes"
the dear ones chorused. They trooped out of the elevator two by two and
were gui ded by their teachers into the hall

Once inside, the chatter of pre-schoolers hits |ike the sound of bees.
But this was fine as they were wel |l -behaved. Sone sat on the fl oor,
dressed in their best baju Mel ayu, cheongsam kurta and school garb. The
two entees tried to advise themto reduce their chatter but it was futile.

There were two | arge novie screens in the hall which enabl ed everyone to
observe what was goi ng on outside. Wen the screens showed pictures of Dr
Mahat hir arriving and making his way to the main hall, the children in the
hal | rose and appl auded.

It took quite a while before the PMcould find his way to his seat. The
children had rushed out to shake his and his wife's hands, while a few had
asked for his autograph. The children knew that this was their day and
kept protocol to a mini num

The "Say Yes For Children" canpaign is part of a global effort to nake
the world realise the significance of children, that adults ruling the
earth nust be nmade to realise that one of their duties is to safeguard the
pl anet for the future. And the children are the future.

A total of 121 children fromat |east five schools and a unity
ki ndergarten in Kuala Lunmpur then performed a sketch which depicted the
country's early history right to the day when it gai ned i ndependence 44
years ago. They were acconpani ed by the U TM synphony orchestra.

Al'l parents woul d have neglected their children at one point or the
other. In between work and other conmtnents, parents would have |eft
their children in soneone else's care. Wiile this may have been
unavoi dable at tines, the fact remains that caring for children is very
much the parents' responsibility.

Details of the canpai gn have been extensively highlighted by this
newspaper. Countries all over the world will neet at the United Nations in
New York later this nonth to state their case for children in their
countries. Mnister of National Unity and Comunity Devel opment Dat uk Dr
Siti Zaharah Sulaiman will |ead Mal aysia's delegation to the world body.

When | saw the sketch, | recalled another performed by 15 teenagers in
Kanpal a, Uganda, about two weeks ago. The Ugandan Government is bringing
the children to the UN to nmake their case

Perform ng before | eaders who attended the South African International
Di al ogue, the children put up a show rem nding the world of its
responsibilities to the children of the world.

| hope our Mnister, too, will be able to put forward our case well on
behal f of all children.
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