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SALLEH AND GHAPUR PLEDGE TO PUT EXPERI ENCE TO GOOD USE

KOTA KI NABALU, March 27 (Bernama) -- Three former Sabah state Cabi net
menbers who are naki ng a coneback to the state adm nistration have pl edged
to use their experience to strengthen the state's devel opnent agenda

Dat uk Salleh Tun Said said he woul d use his experience as a forner
chief mnister and state finance mnister to help newy appointed Chief
M ni ster Datuk Chong Kah Kiat map out the state's devel opnent programmes.

"To ne, the inmportant thing is to serve the state of Sabah," he told
reporters after taking his oath as a nenber of the new Cabinet at |stana
Negeri here today.

Asked how he felt about rejoining the Cabinet, Salleh said he was just
abi ding by the party | eadership's decision when taking up the appoi ntnent.

"What is inportant is that we rmust build a strong teamto bring
devel opnent to this state," he said.

Sal l eh, 44, served as chief mnister fromDecenber 1994 until My 1996
under Sabah's uni que systemof rotating the post anpng the three mgj or
conmunities in the state

Sal | eh has been appoi nted Local Governnent and Housing Mnister in the
new Cabi net .

Former deputy chief mnister Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh said he was
happy to be given the trust to serve the state again.

"I amready to serve because Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has asked ne to conme back. And since | ama partyman, | got to
abi de by the decision of the party, especially the | eadership,"” said Abdu
Ghapur who is now Mnister in the Chief Mnister's Departnent.

Abdul Ghapur, 57, who was state finance nminister in 1994, said a | ot
remai ned to be done to boost devel opnent in Sabah

He said he was willing to shoul der any responsibility given himby the
chief mnister.

Anot her former deputy chief mnister, Tan Sri Joseph Kurup, also
expressed confidence that he could use his experience to contribute to the
state adm ni strati on.

"Thi s conbi nati on of young and veteran | eaders who had served in
previous Cabinets will strengthen the state Cabinet Iine-up,” said Joseph,
t he new Resource Devel opment and I nformation Technol ogy M ni ster.

He thanked the party | eadership for giving himthe trust to serve.
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