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Sany Vellu's olive branch to Pandithan a positive devel opnent

Bal an Mbses

UNI TY seens to be the buzzword on the political scene with Umo setting
the pace with Pas and the MC following suit with the Indian Progressive
Front.

In as nuch as the proposed Umo-Pas tal ks are deened significant within
the Malay community, so is the olive branch offered by M C presi dent Datuk
Seri S. Sany Vellu to | PF president Senator Datuk M G Pandithan anong
I ndi ans.

The possi bl e rapproachnent between the two political giants in the
I ndian community is eliciting special interest as it cones after 13 years
of estrangenent between the erstwhile friends.

Acquai nted for the best part of 35 years, they conpl emented each ot her
in MCpolitics until that fateful day in July, 1988, when Pandithan was
expel l ed for allegedly bringing a coffin to party headquarters after
| earni ng he woul d be sacked for indiscipline.

One of the youngest vice-presidents in MC history at 39, he was on the
fast |ane.

Political observers, therefore, were sure the two woul d never be on the
sanme platformagain, given the particularly acrinoni ous manner in which
t hey parted ways.

Yet, Samy Vellu's quite unexpected call for a truce gives currency to
the age-ol d adage that there are no permanent enemes in politics.

H s assurance yesterday that Pandithan would not cone in as an ordinary
menber and hint that the | PF | eader could expect to be appointed to the
Central Working Conmittee is further proof of his determination to bring
the | PF | eader back.

That Pandithan is prepared to consider the invitation after enmphatically
stating in the past that he will not rejoin the MCis a positive
devel oprent .

It appears that the "pull" factors far outwei gh the "push" factors with
both sides awaiting a positive signal fromthe ot her

For the M C and Sany Vel lu, Pandithan's return and that of his
supporters will shore up its position in the Barisan Nasional, especially
in the wake of the People's Progressive Party's especially good show ng
recently in the national front.

That the predom nantly-1ndian PPP al so entered Government recently by
way of the appointnment of its president Datuk M Kayveas as deputy housi ng
m ni ster has not been |l ost on MC | eaders, many of whom have been worried
by the growi ng i nfluence w el ded by the fornmer Perak-based party.

In terms of nunbers, it will add on a claimed 200, 000 | PF nmenbership to
t he 800, 000 already on the MCrolls.

It is understood that Sany Vellu explained in great detail over two
hours at Tuesday's Central Working Comrmittee nmeeting the need for unity
within the community and why Pandit han was needed back in the party.

State party chiefs present are said to have endorsed the party
president's views, affirimng the need for a party that could claimto
represent nost | ndians.

As far as the IPF is concerned, it will bring Pandithan out of the
political wilderness into the nmainstreamof political life.

Wil e he has consistently alligned hinself and the IPF with the Barisan
Nasi onal over the past six years since | eaving the opposition-based
Gagasan Rakyat, he has never quite been recognised as a political |eader



in his own right.

As long as the M C stood as the obstacle to the IPF's entry into the
Bari san Nasional, the party was al ways on the sidelines.

Pandi t han never regained the influence that he wielded as MC vice-
president despite the party's strong support for the BN in the 1999
general election and the Tel uk Kemmang and Lunas by-el ections | ast year.

But the BN | eadership did take notice of himin other ways with his
appoi ntment as senator in 1995 and t he subsequent conferrnment of a
Dat ukshi p.

It went to show that the IPF's support for the BN was appreci ated and
that the M C could no | onger afford to ignore Pandithan.

To use a well-worn cliche, the invitation from Sany Vel lu may be the
light at the end of the tunnel for Pandithan and the |PF

At this juncture, both parties should assess and cone to terns with the
reality of bringing the I PF and Pandithan back into the ranks of the MC.

There is bound to be sone neasure of caution anong M C nenbers over the
possi bl e entry of | PF nenbers, although they may be forner conrades in
ar Ims.

Have M C nenbers forgiven Pandithan and his supporters for |eaving the
party?

Are they ready to forgive and forget the acrinmony of the past decade,
especially IPF's five-year foray into opposition politics as part of the
Gagasan Rakyat ?

O course, the strong support for adm ssion of IPF's nmenbers into MC at
the higher levels will pave the way for a general consensus anobng ot her
segnents of the party.

| PF menbers, on the other hand, should not expect anything nore than to
be ordi nary nmenbers who should earn their stripes over tine.

In short, there will be a need for conproni se between both sides for an
am cabl e settl enent of dues.

Pandi t han and his fellow | PF | eaders shoul d take a page from Umo
hi story and | ook at the di sbandi ng of Semangat 46 in 1996 to join the
forner.

It was done to reunite Umo and Semangat 46 for the general good of the
community after Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah | eft to form Samangat 46 after
Il osing out in the contest for Umo president.

| PF menbers should feel a legitinate need to join the M C and give the
party greater credibility in the eyes of the voting public.

Not e should al so be taken of the fact that Tengku Razal ei gh was only
appoi nted Kel antan |iaison commttee head two years and ei ght nonths after
rej oining Umo as an ordi nary nenber.

It in understood that the IPF will hold a secret ballot next nonth to
| et menbers decide on whether to remain in the party or join other BN
conponent parti es.

Pandi t han' s predomi nant position in the party will deternine which way
t he deci sion will go.

Both M C and | PF shoul d take heed of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad's recent rem nder that in any negotiating situation, no
one can get all that they want.

It isinboth MCand IPF's interest, therefore, to be realistic and
practical if and when they conme to the negotiating table.
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