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SANCTI ONS AGAI NST | RAQ VI OLATE | NTERNATI ONAL LAW SAYS FORMER UN ENVOY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- Forner United Nations (UN)

Humani tari an Coordi nator to Iraq, Hans Van Sponech today | abelled the
ten-year economi c sanctions inposed by the world body on the west Asian
country as "violations of international |aw "

He said the reasons behind the UN Security Council's decision on the
controversial sanctions against Iraq after the Gulf War in 1990 had since
| apsed and could not stand on their own anynore.

"The sanctions were inposed after the UN perceived that Iraqg is posing
danger and threat on its nei ghbouring countries. But now, | asked 'what
threat' (does Iraq posed for the continuation of the sanctions),"” he said
during a public forumon Pronbting a Culture of Peace: The Effect of UN
| nposed Sancti ons, here.

Van Sponech, who held the UN post from 1998 to 2000 before resigning to
protest against the crippling sanctions, said it was an i moral and
unet hi cal act agai nst the i nnocent people of Iraq.

The public forum organi sed by the Pan Pacific and South East Asia
Worren' s Associ ati on of Mal aysia was opened by its patron, Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali who is the wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Al so present was the UN s special envoy to Myanmar, Tan Sri Razal
I smail.

Van Sponech said the once-feared lraqi military had been reduced to a
third-rate force after countl ess bonmbings by the United States-1ed
mul tinational coalition during the Gulf War and the period after that.

"There is nothing to fear about the Iraqgi nmilitary anynore,"” he said,
addi ng that the conclusion that Iraq was no nore a threat was agreed by the
US's forner state secretary Madel ei ne Al bri ght.

But the US and its ally Britain would proceed to denoni ze Saddam
Hussei n's governnment as a means to continue the sanctions, he said.

During the forum Van Sponech al so provided the audi ence with
statistics which cane as a result of the UN sanctions calling it a
"frightening information” on the current state of humanitarian condition in
Iragqg.

He said as a result of the sanctions, 21 percent of Iraqgi children
suffered frommal nutrition while child nortality increased by 196 percent
apart froma higher incidence of |eukem a.

Van Sponech al so said, the countries which wanted the continuati on of
the sanctions had engaged in "organised lies" to present a different
picture of Ilrag to the world community.

"They (the countries) are portraying a picture that doesn't exist," he
said, adding that he did not expect the Iragis to get justice especially
"in a courtyard full of chicken."

The former head of UN s humanitarian efforts in lraq also called for
t he abol i shment of the UN-adm nistered "G |-for-Food" programme ai med at
enabling the country to sell its oil to buy basic needs.

The neasure he said, was deviced earlier only as a tenporary solution
but now the UN was trying to make it permanent by refining and
institutionalisingthe programre.
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