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S' PORE DAILY LAUDS W SDOM OF SETTLI NG OQUTSTANDI NG | SSUES

SI NGAPORE, Sept 8 (Bernamm) -- The Singapore Ml ay-| anguage newspaper
Berita Harian said it was wise for the republic and Mal aysia to nmake the
nmost of opportunities avail able nowto resolve outstandi ng i ssues between.

This was nore so given that devel opnents in Ml aysian politics could
erode Umo's dom nance and position as the | ynchpin of the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN), the newspaper said in an editorial today.

The agreement in principle reached between Singapore senior mnister
Lee Kuan Yew and the Mal aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on those issues "opened a new chapter in the history of bilatera
ties between both countries".

The editorial referred to the inpression Lee gave that Singapore had
given in rmuch to resolve the issues in talks during his visit to Kual a
Lunpur early this week and that Singapore did so after taking into account
political and | ong-termstrategies.

"M Lee and Dr Mahathir are old generation | eaders who know t oo wel |
each other's feelings in terns of politics and survival.

"Bearing in mnd that the present political situation can affect Umo's
position as the pillar of the ruling BN, it is thus wise to nake the npst
of the opportunities avail able.

"OF late Umo is undeniably facing challenges posed by PAS which is
har ping on Islam Lee has frankly acknow edged that the Muslimmnilitant
movenent is a cause of much concern for Singapore,” the editorial said.

At a news conference on Wdnesday, the last day of his visit to Kuala
Lunpur, Lee envisaged that negotiations would be nmore difficult if Umo no
| onger | eads the BN after the 2004 general el ection

Wil e expressing relief, the newspaper hoped that the spirit of
gi ve-and-take refl ected by the agreenent would lead to solid cooperation
and to drawi ng up of plans for future cooperative endeavours between the
two cl ose nei ghbours.

"In fact accords should bring about win-win situations if all parties
put in determned efforts in making good all pledges with efficiency,
sincerity and transparency. There are i mmense potentials for the
devel opnent of both countries given their historical |inks, the brotherhood
between their people and i nvestment partnership,” the newspaper said.

Foll owi ng this week's Mahathir-Lee tal ks Mal aysi a agreed to conti nue
suppl ying water to Singapore upon expiry of the current agreenent and all ow
Singapore military planes to use the Mal aysi an air space.

Mal aysi a al so agreed to hand over to Singapore the Keretapi Tanah
Mel ayu (KTM) Berhad | and in Tanjung Pagar as well nove the railway custons
and i nmigration checkpoint fromthere to Kranji.

In return Mal aysia woul d be conpensated with a piece of land of simlar
val ue in Shenton Way in the city state.

Si ngapore al so agreed to have the Johor Causeway replaced with a bridge
and al |l ow wi t hdrawal of contributions by Peninsular Mal aysians to its
Central Provident Fund (CPF).
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