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I nt ervi ew Yenen
SANA' A-KL TIES SET TO SOAR WTH DR MAHATHIR S VISIT TO YEMEN

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- The visit by the Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to Yenen in the mddle of this nonth is set to
open up avenues for future cooperation between Sana'a and Kual a Lunmpur as
the West Asian country charts its strategies for growmh and devel opnent.

In stating this, the Yemeni Foreign Mnister Dr Abubaker Al -Qrbi said
Yemen, a country of some 20 million people, was keen to |learn from Mal aysi a
whi ch his country regarded as one of the exanples of success in the Miuslim
wor | d.

"We feel that Muslimcountries which are in the stage of devel opnent
Ii ke Yenmen should | ook at Mal aysia as an exanple for their future
devel opnent policies and planning," he told Bernama in an intervi ew here.

Dr Abubaker said many Yenenis especially policy-makers were | ooking
forward to the visit to enabl e them exchange views with Dr Mahathir and
menbers of his delegation that could | ead to rmutual cooperation in
econom ¢, cultural or education fields, anong others.

He said it was hoped that two agreenents woul d be signed, one relating
to the establishnent of the Yenen-Mal aysia Joint Comr ssion to be headed by
the respective foreign mnisters, and the other, in the area of civil
servi ce cooperation and training.

"W hope that the first neeting (of the joint comrission) will be held
in Sana'a and that we hope to have a nunber of Ml aysian mnisters
participating to enhance and push forward cooperati on between our two
countries,"” he said.

On how econoni ¢ |inkages between the countries could be inproved, Dr
Abubaker said potential Ml aysian investors should cone and conduct
feasibility studies on possible trade ventures, including by |ooking at
surroundi ng markets in Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sonalia and Tanzani a.

He said Mal aysia coul d take advantage of the strategic | ocation of the
port city of Aden on the Red Sea where the Yeneni government had taken
measures to devel op an area known as the Aden Trade Zone.

It is reported that some 31,000 ha of |and surrounding the city have
been earmarked for this purpose.

"It is not only for trade but al so manufacturing, industry and many
compani es now have conme to set up base in this area. W hope that Ml aysia
will capitalise on this because Aden can easily be the gateway to East
Africa from Sudan down to Tanzani a and even Madagascar," he sai d.

Dr Abubaker said the government had al so passed a nunber of
| egislations with the view of protecting investors in Yenen and pl edged
that Sana'a would provide all the support and security needed.

"I think Aden can be a real haven for investors fromanywhere in the
worl d but we'd prefer that our Muslimpartners take advantage of it before
ot hers do," he added.

Yermen, he said, had a vast potential in the tourismsector with its
superb historical sites and geographical attractions.

"These have not been really exploited till now and unfortunately somne
of the security incidents have affected our tourismindustry. But Yenen is
putting a lot of effort to encourage conpanies that are interested in this
area," he added.

The foreign nminister also expressed hope that Yenen Air would fly to
Mal aysia "in the very near future" as direct air links could facilitate
cooperation and nmaking it easier for businessnmen to travel between the two



countri es.

Turning to the question of how the governnent was countering negative
portrayal of Yenen, he said there was a | ot of exaggeration as far as the
i ssue of instability in his country was concer ned.

He said since the unification of North and South Yenen in 1990, the
country had gone through many econonic, social and political difficulties.
"But | think this is all behind us now | think Yemen nowis a very
stabl e country and that security in Yenen is as good as any ot her country
inthe world. One nust realise that Yenen's tribal systemcreates probl ens
which I think will be resolved through devel opment and education,” he said.
Dr Abubaker said the Yeneni governnent was putting a ot of efforts
into trying to ensure that there was equity and devel opnent in all parts of

Yenen.

"And we hope that this is our renmedy for bad reporting about Yenen in
certain nedia," he added.

Nevert hel ess, he said nost people who had actually visited the country
woul d only have fond nmenories of their stay as the Yeneni people were
friendly and woul d wel cone visitors fromany part of the world, be they
Musl i ms or non- Musl i ns.

"Hospitality is the nature of the Yenenis. We are | ooking forward to
the visit by Dr Mahathir and all his coll eagues and busi nessnen who wil |
acconpany hi m because we | ook at Malaysia as a future partner for Yenen.

"W hope they'll enjoy their stay with us and fromthere, we can nove
forward to a closer and stronger cooperation between our two countries," Dr
Abubaker sai d.

He described Dr Mahathir as a man of vision and a | eader who felt a
deep sense of conmitnment to Mal aysia and the Muslimworl d.

"I don't think his visionis really to upset the West. He is a man who
wants to devel op his country including by ensuring its economic
i ndependence. He has his own views of denobcracy and does not feel that
these matters should be dictated fromthe outside,” he added.
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