08 JUL 2001
Li kas- SAPP
SAPP VWELCOVES BN SEC- GEN' S STATEMENT ON LI KAS

KOTA KI NABALU, July 8 (Bernama) -- The Sabah Progressive Parti (SAPP)
t oday wel coned the confirmation by Bari san Nasi onal (BN) secretary-genera
Tan Sri Mohaned Rahmat yesterday that the coalition's candidate for the
Li kas by-election will come fromthe SAPP

Its secretary-general, Richard Yong, said the party had given the
assurance that it was ready for the by-election to be held foll ow ng the
recent Election Court's declaration that the result for Likas in the 1999
state election was null and void due to irregularities and the existence of
phant om voters.

Nom nation day for the by-el ection has been set for July 12 and in the
event there is a contest, polling will be on July 21.

Asked on the choice of candidate, Richard Yong said it would be
announced | ater.

Asked whet her SAPP president Datuk Yong Teck Lee woul d be renom nat ed,

Ri chard Yong said Yong Teck Lee was still the the first choice.
"W have nore than enough people who are qualified but the first choice
will still be Datuk Yong," he said when contacted

Yong Teck Lee was granted a stay of execution of |ast nmonth's judgnent
of the Election Court which held that he conmtted of fences under Section
11 (c¢) and (d) and Section 32 of the Election Ofences Act 1954.

H s |lawer said the stay of execution would nmake himeligible to be
renonmi nated in the by-el ection.

"W just have to wait," Richard Yong said

BN i s expected to announce its candidate tonmorrow or at the latest a
day before the nomi nation day on Thursday at Dewan Maksak in Likas.

As of yesterday, three parties -- SAPP, Keadilan and an indivi dual not
representing any political party -- have taken nom nation papers to fulfil
part of the procedure for the nonination of candi dates.

Meanwhi | e, when asked on the issue, Sabah Umo |iaison chairnman Datuk
OGsu Sukam said the decision on BN s candidate for Likas is to be nade by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who i s BN chairman.

"When he has nade a decision, we will abide by it. W will not question
as to whether or not it favours any conponent party...that is another
question but the inportant thing is that we have activited our machinery to
ensure a BN victory," he said.

Umo has made known its intention to field its candi date should BN
decides to field a candi date ot her than Yong. Besides Umo, MCA has al so
indicated its interest to field its candidate

Asked why Umo was interested in the seat, Osu said: "It is because we
have a division there and al so because npst of the voters are fromthe
Mal ay conmunity...so it is only natural (that we have such interest)," he
sai d.

On Umo's preparation for the BN canpaign in Likas, Osu said: "W went
t hrough several el ections and as usual Umo's machi ney has been activated
and we are confident the BN will succeed."
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