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SARAWAK TOURI ST GUI DES VI SI TS NATI ONAL SCI ENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernamm) -- The RML50-million National Science
Centre (NSC) at Bukit Kiara here, which showcases Ml aysi a's technol ogi ca
achi evenents, anong other things, is also aimng at attracting donmestic and
foreign tourists, apart fromstudents.

O particular interest to foreign tourists is the Mal aysi an Technol ogy
Section, especially on the autonotive, rubber and tin industries, according
to NSC assistant principal director Choong Kok Eng.

He was briefing a group of visiting Sarawak tourist guides, who are
menbers of the Sarawak Tourist Quides Association (STGA) on a
fam liarisation tour of Peninsular Mlaysia, on the centre's display
galleries, its activities and educati onal programres.

The visit to the centre, with its large done at Bukit Kiara, was
arranged by the Kual a Lunmpur Tourist Guides Association (KLTGA)

The NSC is the brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad to create what one of its officials described as awareness
especially the young nmenbers of today's generation in Mal aysia on the
i mportance of science and technology in the newmllenniumand to create a
sci ence- and-technol ogy-literate society.

Choong said the NSC s targets are young Malaysians in line with the
governnent's ai mof getting 40 per cent of school-going children to take up
study in science subjects.

"We're al so hoping to attract tourists, and we think the Ml aysian
Technol ogy Section will be of particular interest to them especially as it
shows Mal aysi a's | eadi ng edge technol ogies in the rubber and tin
i ndustries, especially our achievenments in the autonotive industry,"” he
sai d.

A spokesnman for the Sarawak Touri st Gui des Association said the
centre's exhibits, especially its Environnental Odyssey Gallery, a
Mal aysi an rainforest-created with special sound effects of gi bbons, nonkeys
and birds and the tropical fish aquarium would be of interest to domestic
tourists.

The centre boasts about 1000 exhibits, state-of-the-art technol ogies,
engi neering feats and the ingenuities of world renowned scientists. It
cones under the Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent.

Accordi ng to Choong, the NSC held a roadshow or exhibition in Sarawak
about two years ago and plan to hold another one next year. A simlar
roadshow was hel d in Sabah earlier this year.

It also plans to hold roadshows in the main towns in Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a.
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