09 NOV 2001
Assenbl y- Sar awak ( Proj ects)
SARAWAK TO | MPLEMENT 3, 196 PRQIECTS UNDER SPECI AL PROJECTS PACKAGE

KUCHI NG Nov 9 (Bernama) -- Sarawak, which received the | argest
al l ocation of RMLOO million under the Special Projects Pre-Enptive Package,
is expected to inplenment 3,196 minor rural projects within a short
time-frame.

Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr George Chan said today that it was the
Residents and District Oficers' priority to identify and see these
projects were being tinely inplenmented.

"Breakdown details of the projects, which will be captured in a
nmonitoring systemspecially devel ped to nonitor the inplenentation, is
currently still being processed and conpiled," he told the Legislative
Assenbly here.

Dr Chan, who is state Finance and Public Utilities Mnister, was
replying to a question by Dr Abdul Rahman Junai di (BN Pantai Danai) on
steps being taken to cushion the inpact of an imr nent gl obal econonic
sl owdown.

Under the package, he said, the federal governnent had approved a tota
sum of RMBOO nillion for the inplenentation of mnor projects in the

country.
However, the state governnment had not been inforned on the allocation
for Sarawak under the additional Stinulus Package of RMA.3 billion

announced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Mhathir Mhanmad | ast nonth, Dr Chan
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir announced that the provisions included RML50 million for
the training of retrenched workers, RM300 million for upgradi ng and
mai nt enance work for government buil dings, quarters and facilities besides
RM300 million for the construction of conmputer Iabs in 2,000 schools.

To anot her question, by Sylvester Entri (BN-Marudi) on the probl em of
water supply to rural areas, Dr Chan said the federal governnent had
approved RML33 nillion for such projects under the Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an.

He said the state governnent had al so all ocated about RML70 million for
extensi on of water supply to rural areas including construction of
reservoirs and booster stations under the sane peri od.

The governnent faced problens with the devel opnent and i npl enentati on
of water supply to rural villages, |onghouses and schools which are
scattered in the interior or along the coastal regions, he said.

He said in many cases the progranme could only be inplenented in stages
due to the high cost involved.
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