04/ 09/ 2001
Sar awak Assenbly di ssol ved (HL)

Sul ok Tawi e
KUCHI NG Mon. - The Sarawak State Legislative Assenbly was di ssol ved t oday
to enable fresh State el ections to be held.

The dates for nom nation and polling are expected to be announced by the
El ecti on Commi ssi on tonorrow.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahmud, announci ng the dissol ution at
a packed Press conference, said the Yang di-Pertua Negeri, Tun Abang
Muhammad Sal ahuddi n Abang Bari eng, had consented to the di ssolution of the
62- nenber House.

Deputy Chief Mnisters Tan Sri Dr George Chan and Tan Sri Al fred Jabu
Envi ronnent and Public Health M nister Datuk Amar James Wong, and Soci a
Devel opnent and Urbani sati on M nister Datuk Dr Janmes Masing were al so
present at the conference at Wsna Bapa Mal aysia in Petra Jaya, here.

Asked how he felt about holding the el ection now and not earlier, Taib
said: "The sane |ike before. It was held in Septenber (1996), which seens
to be a good nonth." The termof the assenbly expires on Nov 18.

Asked whet her the election was tinmed in view of the State's robust
econony, he said: "I think the people have a fairly good idea of what we
can deliver to themand they can expect this."

He urged the people to abide by the aw to ensure a peaceful and snooth
el ecti on.

"W nust maintain the traditions of the past el ections which were held
peaceful ly and snoot hly."

Taib said the election was not a time to quarrel, but to allowthe
peopl e to make a decision as best as they could in a peaceful atnosphere.

"The peopl e should be allowed to exercise their denocratic rights with
full confidence.™

He did not think that security would be a problemin the election
"because we have our capability in providing security".

Initially, he said sone people were concerned about the security in
Sar awak because of the manner in which the opposition | eaders were
conducting their ceramah.

"But since the Federal Governnment has taken sone measures, there is even
| ess chance of violence erupting... but the people nust not take the
question of security for granted.”

On the question of "phantont voters in Sarawak, he said the Election
Conmi ssi on had nmade sure that non-citizens were not allowed to vote.

"But if anyone who knows of the existence of phantomvoters, they should
informthe authorities about it," he said, pointing out that Sarawak's
problens in this regard were m nor

On the Barisan Nasional's |list of candidates, he said it was "nore or
| ess" final.

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad had been i nfornmed
of the list.

Taib said a good proportion of the candi dates woul d be new faces, but he
woul d el aborate on it "in a few days tine".

On whet her Housing M nister Datuk Cel estine U ang, who is a senior vice-
president of Parti Pesaka Bumi putra Bersatu, would be re-nom nated to
defend his Kenena seat since he had expressed his desire to quit politics,
he sai d:

"He spoke to nme but | will reveal it when |I tal k about the candi dates
from PBB. "



On the Barisan Nasional's mani festo, he said it would be ready before
nom nati on day.

On the chances of Barisan Nasional sweeping all 62 seats, he said they
woul d be working towards such a result.

In 1996 the Sarawak Barisan Nasi onal won 19 seats uncontested on
nom nati on day.

In the com ng el ection, Sarawak has 861, 377 regi stered voters conpared
with 814,347 in 1996.
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