13 SEP 2001
Sar awak- Fong
SARAWAK CHI NESE W LL CONTI NUE TO SUPPORT BN- FONG

MR, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Sarawak Chinese should continue their
support for the Barisan Nasional (BN) and not fall for the ploys of the the
DAP, MCA vice president and Human Resources M ni ster Datuk Fong Chan Onn
sai d.

The "natural choice of Chinese voters” was the ruling BN because the
coalition had proved over the years it could provide for everyone
irrespective of race and religion.

"I hope Sarawak Chinese voters will not fall for the ploys of the
opposition parties..... the DAP is still cooperating with PAS and providi ng
it with a channel to the Chinese conmunity."

He was speaking at a dinner organised to welcone himto Mri by the
M ri Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce here | ast night.

The DAP in the last state election in 1996 nanaged to westl e three of
the 62 state seats while the opposition Keadilan was nmaking its mai den
appearence in the Sarawak polls. Nomnation in on Tuesday and polling on
Sept 27.

Asked on the inpact of DAP "inporting" Chinese from Kel antan and
Terengganu to win the hearts of Sarawaki an Chi nese, Fong said the reality
is that the Chinese in the two Pas controlled states are living in
oppr essi on.

"Their way of life is controlled, all the youngsters have to | eave the
states for economc pursuits outside that is a fact and there is hardly any
econom ¢ devel opnent there," he added.

He sai d Sarawaki ans shoul d exercise their rights sensibly taking into
account the weaknesses of the opposition, who "would conme and try ni sl ead
Chi nese voters here."

"More so now in our mdst there are certain parties that do not accept
the nmulti-ethnic reality that exist in the country, they do not accept the
provi sions of the Constitution that guarantees freedomof religion and
culture,” he said.

He said this group of extrem sts want to convert Malaysia into a
Af gani stan like Islamc state and the Chinese comunity, not only in
Sarawak but the whole country, feel that this concept is against the
mul ti-ethnic concept practised by the BN

"As Chinese voters we have our resposiblity and duty to provide all the
necessary political support to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, " sai d Fong.

On Keadilan entering the state for the first time in the state
el ection, he said the opposition party would certainly spread its
destructive ideol ogy usi ng denonstrations.

"As mature Chi nese voters we nust not |let them succeed in their quest,"”
sai d Fong.

He said MCA would not be involved in this elections directly but would
work closely with the Sarawak United People's Party to woo Chi nese voters
in the here.
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