22/ 08/ 2001
Satellite offer to Africa (HL)

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah in Kanpal a, Uganda

MALAYSI A | ast night offered African countries the use of its third
satellite to be launched in 2004, a nove ained at further enhancing smart
partnershi p anong partici pati ng nenbers.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, naking the offer just
before the close of the d obal 2001 Smart Partnership Internationa
Di al ogue here, also offered the African nations a stake in it.

He said Binariang Satellite Systems Sdn Bhd, the owner and operator of
the Mal aysia East Asia Satellite System (Measat), had established a
consortiumw th Astronautic Technol ogy Sdn Bhd to | aunch a new satellite
into the Mal aysian orbit slot of 5.7 degrees east |ongitude.

Dr Mahathir, in his last intervention before |eaving for hone, said the
of fer was nmade because satellite ownership and control could be a very
expensi ve venture.

"Therefore, it's better to play it smart by sharing in its cost," he
tol d del egat es.

At a pre-departure Press conference, Dr Mahathir said nenbers of the
A obal 2001 Snart Partnership woul d be given preference ahead of others.

"But, of course, we are always willing to share with others in Africa as
wel "

Dr Mahathir said Africa's involvenent could be through sharing the cost
or renting of one of the transponders.

"The cost is prohibitive... perhaps we can share it. | hope countries in
Africa will consider comng in," he said.

At a total cost of US$200 million (RW60 mllion), the new satellite,
according to Dr Mahathir, woul d be naned Africa Meas Sat (A-M Sat).

A-M Sat will enploy a payload of 24 CBand and 12 Ku-Band transponders,
each providing 36hz of bandwi dth over its 15-year operational life.

Dr Mahathir said A-M Sat had been designed to interconnect with the
exi sting Measat Satellite Network through Measat - 3.

The Measat-3 C-Band payload will cover Africa, the Mddl e East, Eastern
Eur ope, Asia and Australi a.

The Measat -3 Ku Band payl oad has been designed to provide hi gh-powered
flexible service options for the devel opment of direct-to-hone
applications in China and India and suppl enent Measat-1 and Measat-2 Ku
band capacity over Ml aysia, |ndonesia, India, the Philippines, Vietnam
Tai wan and Australi a.

Measat-2 will provide further connectivity to the US via Hawaii .

Once operational, A-MSat will be part of a US$900 million fully-
integrated platformoffering advanced direct-to-hone, digital video, data
and Internet services covering nore than 85 per cent of the world
popul ati on.
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