14 AUG 2001
Tai b-El ecti on
S' WAK BN FI NALI SES CANDI DATES FOR STATE POLLS, SAYS CM

KUCHI NG Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Sarawak Chief M nister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahmud dropped hints today about the date of the inpending state el ection
saying it will not be a surprise.

He said he already had the date in mnd when to dissolve the State
Legi sl ati ve Assenbl y.

Specul ati ons have hei ghtened over the |ast few days here that the
Legi sl ative Assenbly will be dissolved by the end of the nonth with the
election to follow before the end of Septenber

" | certainly have the date when to dissolve the state | egislature and
the date won't be a surprise," he told reporters here.

" | would never spring a surprise when it comes to state election. The
government is fair in giving the opposition tinme to canpaign too," he said.

The chief minister also said the ruling state Barisan Nasional (BN had
finalised its |ist of 62 candidates for the polls.

Abdul Taib said he woul d neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Mhathir
Mohamad, who is the BN chai rman, soon to endorse the |ist and brief himon
preparations for the el ection.

"I have finalised the candidates' line-up for the 62 seats. The prine
mnister will have the final say".

Dr Mahathir is currently on vacati on overseas before visiting Yemen and
Uganda. He is scheduled to return on Aug 23.

Asked about press reports that a group |l ed by forner Defence M nister
Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha would field 45 i ndependent candi dates in the
el ection, Abdul Taib said it was up to the people to decide.

"We have worked hard and they would definitely choose the BN," he said.
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