23/ 08/ 2001
Sea Ganes banner to set world record

Anni e Freeda Cruez
SUBANG, Wed. - A 15km | ong banner made for the 21st Sea Games next nonth
is expected to get Malaysia into the Gui nness Book of Wirld Records.

Twel ve institutions of higher [earning are involved in maki ng the banner
which wi |l surpass the 10.15-kmrecord now held by India.

Asean Voyage of Friendship 2001 special envoy Abdul Latif Endot said
besi des the Ganes, the banner would al so be put up in conjunction with
Nat i onal Day.

Abdul Latif, who is also senior confidential secretary to Youth and
Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein, said each of the 12
institutions had to prepare a banner between one and one-and-a-half km
| ong representing the countries participating in the Ganes.

He said Universiti Teknologi Mara (U TM had done a banner for Ml aysi a,
Sedaya Col | ege for Canbodia and Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia for
| ndonesi a.

The banners woul d then be affixed to the Light Rail Transit line from
Sentul to Bukit Jalil. Oficials fromthe Guinness Book of Wirld Records
woul d neasure the | ength.

U TM t oday di splayed its banner at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force base
here in conjunction with the arrival of two |ight experinmental aircraft
whose crew had toured Asean countries to extend invitations to the Ganes.

The event at the base also coincided with the return of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad from Uganda.

U TM s Faculty of Art and Design dean Prof essor Mhanmed Sharif Mistapha
sai d 400 students and 12 staff-nenbers took a week to conpl ete the banner.

Youth and Sports Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Mahamad Zabri Mn, the
first to sign the banner, said the Ganes fever was already in the air

"It was the Rakan Miuda vol unteers who hel ped build the two experi nental
aircraft or Zodiac aircraft - the 9M ERM and 9M ERA.

He said the Zodiac aircraft had sent invitations to |ndonesia Brunei,

Si ngapore, Myanmar, Laos, Canbodi a and Thail and. The aircraft could not go
to Vi et nam because of a tropical stormand to the Philippines because of a
t yphoon.

However, invitations were extended to both the countries by anot her RVAF
aircraft which took journalists and ot her Rakan Miuda juni or trainee
pilots.
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