08 SEP 2001
SEA- Openi ng ( Speech)
SEA GAMES CONTI NUE TO STRENGTHEN FRI ENDLY TRADI Tl ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bername) -- Youth and Sports M nister Datuk
H shanmmuddi n Tun Hussein said the 21st SEA Ganes starting here today wil|
continue with the tradition and strengthen ties between countries in this
region.

He said that for 42 years the Asean nmenber countries had nmet, conpeted
and gone t hrough hardshi p together, and shared a bond of friendship for
whi ch there was no conpari son

"Today we neet again to renew our pledge and spirit at this
extraordi nary gathering," said H shammuddin who is al so Chairman of the
Organising Commttee of the 21st SEA Ganes at its opening at the Nationa
Stadiumin Bukit Jalil, here.

The official opening was perfornmed by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahhudi n Abdul Aziz Shah

Al so present were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and his
counterpart fromThail and, Thaksi n Shi nawatra.

He said al though every athlete ained to win, what was nore inportant
was solidarity through sport which acted as a bridge in human rel ati ons.

He al so said that the organisers and athletes had put in much efforts
into the event and in the next two weeks, the results of all this
preparation woul d be seen

"Therefore, it's on this note that | take great pleasure on behal f of
the Governnment and people of Malaysia, in welcomng all of you to the 21st
SEA Ganes," he said.

H shammuddi n al so took the opportunity to thank the hundreds of people
who had given their unstinting efforts and tinme to ensure the success of
the first Ganmes in the new m |l ennium

"Everyone, including personnel, volunteers, school children, the one
mllion torch runners who hel ped spread the games' fever, Rakan Mida
yout hs, professionals, dedicated comrmittees, sponsors and nedia, | say to
you a heartfelt Thank You," he said.

SEA Ganes Federation president (SEAGF) Tunku | nran Tuanku Ja' afar
meanwhi | e said that the standard of sonme of the sports in the SEA Ganes had
significantly dropped despite the biennial ganmes being 42 years ol d.

In his remarks at the opening cerenony, Tunku Inran said the biennial
meet was one of the ol dest running regional ganmes in the world.

"In fact, in Asia we were the first region to organi se such an event -
a testinony to the wi sdomof those involved in sports at that tine.

"However, | amnot convinced that the standard of sports in this region
i s any higher conpared to the rest of the world, than it was in 1959," he
sai d.

Tunku Inran, who is also the A ynpic Council of Malaysia (OCM
president, said that SEAGF was aware of the decline and its council had
agreed that the games should be a platformfor athletes fromthe region to
i mprove their performance at Asian Ganes and O ynpic Ganes | evel s.

"And (it) should not be regarded as the cul mnation of an athlete's
sporting achi evenent," he added.
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