03/ 07/ 2001

Search for genius in the nation hots up

THE search for the top Mal aysian thinker is heating up. The |- Quest
campai gn organi sed by |I-Bhd is seeking Mal aysi ans who can conceptual i se
the nost innovative and creative design for a product for the "Smart
Hone".

The canpai gn which started on March 1 is organised in the belief that in
each Mal aysian there lurks a genius the likes of Albert Einstein or Sir
| saac Newt on.

There are two qualifying rounds to the contest and in each there will be
six wi nners of i-conputers.

Three awards await the winners - silver, gold and plati num

The silver prize is a server and PC worth RMLO, 000 while the gold is an
opportunity to see Bill Gates' "Snart Hone" in Seattle and a trip to
Silicon Valley.

The platinumaward is a scholarship fund worth up to RMLOO, 000 for
further studies in the informati on and conmmuni cation fi el d.

The objectives of the contest are two fold: to encourage interest in
sci ence and technol ogy and to create a truly Ml aysi an product, the
conpany sai d yesterday.

To kick start the contest, |-Bhd has budgeted RMLO million of which RML
mllionis for prizes, RMR mllion for further R& of the wi nning designs
and RM7 mllion as a venture capital fund to commercialise the viable
product.

The canpaign i s co-sponsored by | eadi ng gl obal conpani es such as Intel
M crosoft and Epson as well as local print and nedi a organi sations, and is
fully supported by the Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent.

The cl osing date is Aug 31.

The contest got a boost when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad visited the |-Quest booth at the ministry's silver jubilee
exhibition in Kuala Lunpur
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