28/ 03/ 2001

Search on for president of National Space Agency

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The National Space Agency, the setting up of which
was approved by the Cabinet in January, is nowin the process of
structuring its organi sation.

The Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnment Mnistry is |ooking for a
president to head the agency, which is the adm nistrative nmerger of the
Mal aysi an Centre for Renote Sensing (Macres) and the Space Science Study
Di vi si on (Baksa).

The agency will be nade a statutory body through the National Space Act
which is to be tabled in Parlianent soon, Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng sai d today.

The NSA will be guided by the National Space Council, of which Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad i s chairman.

Law said a National Space Policy was also being fornulated. Its goals
were ef fective managenent of the environnent, natural resources and
national disasters while pursuing the needed scientific know edge.

He was speaking at a Press conference after | aunching the French Space
Technol ogy and Rel ated Applications seni nar here.
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