20/ 05/ 2001
Seeki ng raci al bal ance (HL)

Bal an Mbses
JOHOR BARU, Sat. - The CGovernnent wants an increase in non-Bum putera
representation in the civil service to pronote national unity.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today there was a
need to ensure all races were sufficiently represented at all levels in
t he service

"We are a little bit worried that there are not that nany non- Ml ays -
that is Chinese and Indians - in the governnment service.

"W used to have Indians as secretaries-general in the mnistries. But
it isdifficult to get even one such person now," he said after opening
the 55th M C annual general assenbly (See P4-5).

He said this when asked about efforts, besides those contained in the
Qutline Perspective Plan and Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan, to pronote national
unity.

Dr Mahat hir sai d non-Mal ays were fairly represented only in the
di pl omatic service, but not in the arned forces or the police.

"Fair representation of the races should not only be restricted to
governnent service. It should be reflected in the private sector as well.

"This shoul d be seen in all conpani es and corporations. There shoul d be
full representation of all races. Traditionally, the Mal ays have joi ned
governnent service and non- Mal ays the private sector."

To a question whet her | ow wages and poor perks were keepi ng the Chinese
and Indians fromjoining the civil service, he said this could be so, but
felt that the Chinese saw business as a nore lucrative alternative.

"Increasing civil service wages is not the solution. If the Governnent
increases its wages, the wages in private sector will also increase. W
cannot match them"™

He said the racial representation in universities was al so worri sone, as
t he Mal ays depended too nmuch on the quota allocated to them

He said Mal ay students were forced to enter universities as many were
not sufficiently qualified to enrol in private institutions of higher

| ear ni ng.

This was al so because the fees were substantially higher, a fact that
the Governnment was willing to tackle by offering financial help, where
possible.”

On a suggestion by MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu that the
university intake systembe reviewed to ensure deserving students obtained
seats, he said this inplied the need for a quota for Indians, and he
under st ood the sentinent.

To a suggestion by Gerakan that the Governnment study racia
representation in both the public and private sectors, he said this could
be done but it remained to be seen if it was a practical nove.
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