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Seeking initiatives to i nprove English, IT

aneo) 2001" by Chok Suat Ling

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - The Sout heast Asian M nisters of Education
Organi sation Council today resolved to seek initiatives to i nprove the
standard of English and know edge of information technol ogy anong
students.

Education M nister Tan Sri Musa Mohamad, in a Press conference at the
end of the 36th Seameo Conference at the Pacific Sutera Hotel, said the
council noted the inmportance of the English | anguage and i nfornation
technol ogy in the new era of gl obalisation.

On English, Musa, who is al so Seaneo president, said, however that each
country in the region has different concerns.

"“I'n I ndochina, their concern is to provide basic education in English to
their students. This is because theirs is an educati on system based on
French.

"I'n Singapore, English is their first spoken | anguage.

"Mal aysia's concern is different. W want to strengthen our comand of
English as a second | anguage. W want to achieve a higher |evel of usage
and i nprove the rudi ments of the | anguage to what it was when it was the
first | anguage."

Musa sai d Sout heast Asian countries would, however, be working together
to resolve the probl em

"W will be devel opi ng a package of materials under the Seaneo Regi ona
Language Centre based in Singapore to provide training in the teaching of
English to be delivered by di stance | earning.

"The centre will be our focal point in efforts to boost the comand of
English. "

The standard of English anong Mal aysi an school chil dren has been said to
be declining. Educationists have nmade various proposals to arrest the
decline including introduci ng nore subjects in English.

The three-day conference was attended by del egates from Seaneo's 10
menber countries. It was | aunched on Monday by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

Seaneo i s an intergovernmental organisation established in 1965 to
pronote cooperation in education, science and culture in the region. Its
menber countries are Mal aysia, Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos, Myannar,
t he Philippi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

It has six associate nenber countries - Australia, Canada, France,

Ger many, Netherl ands and New Zeal and, and one affiliate nmenber, the
I nt ernational Council for Open Learning and Di stance Educati on.

Seaneo has 15 regional centres in Southeast Asia to provide regiona
| eadership i n human resource devel opnent, education, health, agriculture
and envi ronmnent .

Musa was unani nously el ected Seaneo president during the conference,
replacing Dr Yahya A. Mihainin, Indonesia's Mnister of National
Educati on.

Musa said various other topics of mutual interest were di scussed.

"W agreed to have our first Education Congress in Bangkok from March 26
to 29. The event, with the thene Challenges in the New M Il ennium wll
provide a forumfor educators to reflect and di scuss energing trends and
chal l enges and to cone up with strategies for education in the future."

"There were 45 topics of discussion. Another one of them concerned
poverty alleviation in poor nenber countries.



"There are ongoing efforts to alleviate poverty in sone nenber
countries. They include education in nutrition and tropical nedicine."

On the establishnment of a Virtual Canpus for Seanmeo countries, Misa said
it was on hold due to problens pertaining to policy.

As the new Seaneo president, Misa said he would be visiting its regional
centres to identify the problens faced by Southeast Asian countries in
educati on.

In his speech during the closing cerenony, Misa said he was confi dent
that Seaneo nenber countries could succeed in overconing the chall enges of
the 21st century if all put in greater conmtnent in exploiting the
potential s and opportunities.

"We are a group of countries with a lot of simlarities and need each
ot her's counsel and assi stance."
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