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Sei ze opportunities for growh, says Ranps

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUVMPUR, Fri. - Relations between the Philippines and Mal aysia will
not be helped if they are continuously dom nated by territorial clains,
such as the one nade by the Philippines on Sabah, forner Filipino

Presi dent Fidel Ranbs said today.

Cal ling upon both countries to seize opportunities for nmutual growth
i nst ead, Ranbs hunourously |ikened the Sabah claimrowto internal famly
bi ckeri ng.

"I't's like not wanting to quarrel with your nother-in-law all the tine
because you want to have a better future for your fanmly," he said after
attendi ng a breakfast-neeting and di al ogue session with the Ml aysi a-

Phi | i ppi nes Business Council at the Legend Hotel, here.

Al so present was Filipino Finance Secretary Jose Isidro N. Camacho

The International Court of Justice in The Hague, Netherlands, is
currently in a round of public hearings to determine if the Philippines
can intervene in a territorial dispute between Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a.

The Philippines is reportedly concerned that the proceedi ngs before the
court mght have a bearing on the legality of Sabah, to which Manila hol ds
historic clainms as well.

Ranps said the Filipino involvenent in the current 1CJ hearing is not
tantanount to nmaking an outright case for a clai mon Sabah.

"It is (merely) an intervention provided for under the rules of the I CJ
which allows any third party to register its desire to intervene in order
to protect its own national interests.”

Apart fromthe neeting today, Ranps al so spoke at the three-day Wrld
Economi ¢ Devel opnment Congress in Kuala Lunpur which ended yest erday.

He described his current role as "super sal esman” for the Philippine
econony and as a special representative to President G oria Macapaga
Arroyo.

Asked why each successive Philippine Governnent administration seened
i ntent on pursuing the Sabah clai missue, Ranpbs repli ed:

"The issue is not comng fromus, it is comng fromthe newspapers and
sometinmes by the foreign witers witing about this."

Asked why the Philippine Governnment was maintaining its claimon Sabah,
Ranps sai d:

"l nmade a State visit here in February 1993, where | sought Prine
M nister (Datuk Seri Dr) Mahathir Mhanmad and said to him "Let us | ook at
the future nore than the past and create opportunities.”

Ranbs was al so asked on the controversy surroundi ng the proposed
i nvol venment of Ml aysi an negotiators to hel p resol ve an ongoi ng host age
situation in the southern Phili ppines.

He said Arroyo's policy on the matter was cl ear

"Her's is a very firmpolicy of "no deals' except for the safe recovery
of the hostages. No ransom"”

On enhanci ng econonic ties between the two countries, Ranos invited
Mal aysi an | nformati on Technol ogy conpani es to consi der engagi ng the
services of the | arge pool of highly-skilled know edge workers in the
Phi | i ppi nes.
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