05/ 12/ 2001

Sendi ng the wrong signals

THE call by the Ml aysian U ama Associ ation to boycott US goods and
services for its bombi ng of Afghanistan is counter-productive and nai ve
It will also send the wong nmessage to Anerican investors at a tinme when
there is intense international conpetition for foreign funds.

Despite Mal aysia's differences with the US over Afghanistan, there nust
continue to be a policy of constructive engagenment to our nutual benefit.
We cannot |et enotion and anger overwhelmus to the point that we becone
i rrational

In urging the ulama not to be enotional, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad cited the exanpl e of US-nade Boei ng pl anes being used to
fly Malaysian pilgrins to Mecca. Shall we then stop using these planes?
What about the thousands of Ml aysians studying in Arerican coll eges and
uni versities? Shall we get themto return hone?

In any case, PUM has no | ocus standi when it cones to issuing fatwa
(I'slamic ruling). As Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi says, only the Governnent's Fatwa council has the right to issue
such a ruling. And only it can nmake it stick.

The sel f-procl ai nred ul ama shoul d ponder the consequences of a boycott
because it could backfire on the country. Ml aysians are agai nst the US
bonbi ng which has killed or injured many innocent civilians. The
CGover nnent has on repeated occasi ons expressed its dismay at the US
mlitary canpaign in Afghani stan. However, Mal aysia has to be practical
It has to accept the harsh reality that the USis a nilitary and econonic
super power and that Ml aysia needs American investnent and technol ogy. It
is also a large market for the our electronic and sem conductor exports.

Assuming that the country does begi n boycotting Anerican-made goods and
services. Wiat then? What if the US retaliates by not taking Ml aysian-
made goods and Anerican conpanies refrain frominvesting in Ml aysia? This
will affect our export-based i ndustries and jeopardi se many jobs. Such a
devel opnent woul d have a negative inpact on our econony in the best of
times. In the present environnent, this can have disastrous consequences.

Mal aysi a can register its disapproval of USmlitary action in
Af ghani stan in other ways. A boycott does no one any good.
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