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Sept 1 launch for “Say yes to children' canpaign

Sharif Haron

Love me, care for me ... if all children are cared for and sent to school
the world will be a happy place to live.

- Six-year-old R Ranesh

THE sins of the fathers are visited upon the children. So they say, and
nobody should argue. It's in the Bible too.

In the context of this country, it should nmean that parents, the
Governnent and everyone el se have to strive towards naki ng Mal aysia a
better place for the future generation to live in.

O else our children will be held responsible for our wongdoi ngs and
bl unders.

A place with the environment that neets our children's physical,
spiritual, and nental needs, and an environnent that enables themto cope
better with grow ng pains.

For the betterment of the children's lot, the Governnent, the private
sector and non-governnental organisations also have roles to play.

Everyone has a duty to fight agai nst discrimnation anmong children due
to col our, gender, physical disabilities or traditions that parents had
passed on them for exanple.

Thus, it is heartening that the National Unity and Soci al Devel ponent
Mnistry is coming up with a canpaign called "Say Yes For Children", which
will be launched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on Sept
1.

It will be part of the gl obal canpaign to ensure greater action for
children worl dwi de, hol di ng governnments accountable in the |l ead-up to, and
after the three-day United Nations Special Session on Children in New York
from Sept 19.

The ministry's canpaign is primarily aimed at raisi ng awareness anong
the people, corporate citizens and NGOs on the need to inprove the
envi ronnment, |egislations, education and heal th provisions, and many ot her
things to make |ife better for the future generation.

But noble as the intention goes, there seens to be a | ack of seriousness
and commitnent on the part of the mnistry in inplenenting the canpaign
programmes. O at least this is the inpression that nenbers of the public
are getting.

Many may have heard the "Katakan Ya Untuk Kanak- Kanak" brief nessages
over the radio and seen the campaign |logo in the newspapers, but little
el se.

Are there foruns on children's issues, or concerts and sporting events
for children? Mnd you, it is just three days before the campaign's
I aunch.

And, rightly or not, the private sector, NGO and parents are | ooking at
the mnistry for guidance and policy direction when it conmes to supporting
the children's cause.

National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man, appearing on a TV3 norning talk show a few days ago, said two
Mal aysi an ki ds woul d be participating in the UN special session for
chil dren next nonth.

But three weeks before the special session, it is learnt that the young
anbassadors have not been sel ect ed.

Consider the initiative of Uganda instead.

Uganda will be taking 15 children fromthe African continent who wll



then stage a small play at next nonth's UN special session to support the
cause of children.

That's some conmitnent, comng froman African nation which has achi eved
relatively slower econom ¢ progress than us, to the global novenent for
chil dren.

As Siti Zaharah said recently, many in the country have taken children's
i ssues for granted.

"It is time we all stopped tal king and take action to address all the
i ssues concerning children.”

Wel| said. O was she just kidding?
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