04 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - BN
SERVE PECPLE FI RST, MAHATHI R REM NDS BN COVPONENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 4 (Bernama) -- Put service to the people first while
working hard to remain in power, the Prinme M nister and Barisan Nasiona
chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad rem nded conmponents parties of the
ruling coalition.

"Qur struggle to bring prosperity to the people and country, to build a

better tomorrow for all is not over yet.
"The masses still support and hol d expectations of us. For themthe
Bari san Nasional party and governnent is still their best choice.

"As such do not let themdown," Dr Mahathir said in a message in the
souvenir programe of the one-day Barisan Nasi onal convention slated for
Sat ur day.

The convention, carrying the thene "Bari san Nasional the pillar of
national resilience", will be held at Merdeka Hall of the Putra World Trade
Centre here

In his nmessage entitled " on reflection" , Dr Mahathir said the
governi ng BN has been the |lynchpin of national stability since the
country's i ndependence.

"We have successfully created an effective political formula for
resol ving ethnic probl ens which are now pl agui ng other parts of the world
notably the west,"” Dr Mahathir said.

He said the people had denocratically given the BN the mandate to
govern for the last 10 terns and the coalition in turn had been able to
preserve political and econom ¢ i ndependence besides creating a very high
| evel of social justice according to Malaysia' s own noul d.

This was acconplished through unity and the "Ml aysi a Bol eh" (Ml aysi a
can do it) spirit.

"The tasks ahead are bigger and nore challenging. Trials and
tribulations will cone fromw thin and outside. W nust work hard to remin
in power after the 11th general election in 2004," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Saturday's convention would serve as a crucial forum
for all the 14 BN conponent parties to chart out strategies for
perpetuating the coalition's resilience and success.

Refl ecting on the BN s history, Dr Mahathir said the concept of the
Bari san Nasional, formerly known as the Alliance, was prenm sed on a
political formula well-received by multi-racial Ml aysi ans.

"Consul tation anong the coalition partners has been the key instrunent
for the Alliance then and the Bari san Nasional now in pursuing politica
solutions to problens relating to race, religion and culture,"” he said.

The prinme mnister urged Mal aysians to reject the western culture of
vi ol ence now spreadi ng to devel opi ng countries whi ch advocat ed
destabi lising and toppling denocratically-el ected governnents.

"Street denonstrations are not part of the Malaysian culture. They are
in fact an abuse of denpbcracy for achieving the objectives of specific
groups," he said.

As had happened to certain countries practising such culture, street
denonstrations had not only created chaos and di vided the peopl e but al so
|l ed themdown to the path of national destruction, Dr Mahathir added
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